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BOMBER DIPS WING TO VOLCANO 


It is not often that one of Uncle 
Sam's war birds circles a volcano, more 
especially an active one, Not so long 
ago one of the flying forts dipped its 
wines at old man Iliamna, all powerful 
and ‘mighty monarch of Knik Arm, Old 
Iliamna merely sat: and smoked, disdain- 
ing even to note one of the largest and 
finest fighting ships of the world, 

Maj. verett S, avis, Commanding of- 
ficer of Elnendorf Field’ andilst Lieut, 
H,C. Bordeleon of Ladd Field, Fairbanks, 
were at the controls of the bomber, 
Staff Sgt, B.F. Grossi was radio opera- 
ter, and Staff Set, Leslie S, Hubbard, 
Set. Albert T, Sullivan, Pvt, lst Cl, 
Robert L, Niclas, Pvts, Joel L, Chap- 
men, Thomas K, Hamblin and Angelo 
Volpicelli, crew and passengers, 

Staff Sgt. Hubbard, riding the as- 
Sistent engineer's seat just behind 
the co-pilot, was. far busier making 
notes of the trip for future use than 
observing engine temperatures and inches 
of mercury as the huge ship sailed 
aloft from the snow covered runway, 

"As I see the thing it is a every 
day that one gets to visit with an ac- 
sive volcano, and more especially ore 
‘n Alaska, so with kéen anticipation I 
.ooked forward to our destination," he 


Said, 


"Zimendorf Field shran'cin size until 
~t appeared as though a race of Lilli- 
rutisns might have built a tiny town 
cn the edge of Cook Inlet near Anchor- 
Bee, 

‘In a few moments we were flying 
ever country little different in its 
vresent stage than it -was with the 
passing of the last ice age, covered 
with ice and snow and dotted as far as 
the eye could. see with innumerable 
lakes of all sizes and shaves, wild, 
untamed, desolate, and sinister this 
hangover from the pre-historic, 


"Above it all rode Air Corps men, 
comfortably relaxed in deevly unhol- 
stered sents and heated cabins of the 
mighty borber scarcely bothered by the 
roar of the mighty engines whose pow- 
erful voice is insulated fromthe cabins 


of the a 
"For mandred miles we traveled 
toward a huge snow-covered bulk that 


we kept upon the center of our ship's 
nose, Slowly the old Monarch took 
shape and from his pipe a thin curl of 
smoke could be seen, Across Cook In-~ 
let, over a small island and far out 
at sea covld be seen the outline of 
Kodiak Island, 

"Strange to say, at the bottom of 
the mighty giant lay a small and in- 
vitine valley that could only be en- 
tered from the inlet, It snuggles com 
fortably at the foot of the volcano 
and seems to invite foolish humans to 
build them a city as was Pompeii at 
the foot of Mt, Vesuvius, Upon this 
rich and virgin soil man could plant 
his orchards and build his homes to 
await the uncertain pleasures of old 
Tliamna, 

"His royal majesty wears a magni-~ 
ficent coat of varied tints of green 
and blue ice, inreality a glacier for- 

mation of a thickness varying from 
three feet to several yards, The ice 
begins a short way down from the peak 
and extends well into the valley be- 
low, broken and seamed, forming one of 
the wildest conglomerations of disor- 
dered nature ever seen by the human 
‘eye. Many of the crevices could easily 
hold a good-sized building, Others 
would not hold a razor blade, The 
whole mass has the apnearance of mere- 
ly waiting a whisper or the dropping 
of a feather to set it into a roaring, 
grinding avalanche that nothing could 
stay ree the tides bs a 828 ke up 








the Inlet, Some day parts of old Il- 
iamna's clothes may float out into the 
Pacific, 

"With our wing tip almost brushing 
the King's crown, or peak, we circled 
around the volcano, The crater was 
perhavs two hundred feet dovnm the side 
of the mountain, From it issues a 
stream of steam and smoke, indicating 
roaring fires and stupendous disorders 
in the bowels of the earth that may 
some day surge to the surface to spill 
into the ice and age-old snow, hat 
will present one of neture's mightiest 
battles, ice ageiust lava, This would 
be interesting to observe ~ from a 
distance, 

"But what would happen to the old 
mountain should a fissure suddenly open 
in the dowels of the earth allowing 








the waters of the Pacific to pour into 
the white hot grates of the subterranean 
fires? That would also be interesting 
to observe from a distance, 

"Some of the Air Corps boys would 
like to do a little bomb practice down 
in the crater of old Iliamne, We won- 
der what a 1100 pounder would do? Per- 
haps it is best to wonder, 

“after circling the peak, Maj. Davis 
made the time honored salute of the 
Air Corps men, He dipped one wing to 
the mountain and headed out toward the 
inlet and home. We settled back into 
our seats and wondered about the com 
ing pay day." 

ome day soon a flight may be made 
over the Valley of Ten Thousand Smokes, 
that strange pre-historic hangover from 
our earth's youth, 
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DEDICATION DRAWS BIG CROWD 


A mighty instrument of war 
secrated to the 


was con- 
Cause of peace when 


MacDill Field was formally dedicated 
Wednesday, April 16, with impressive 
ceremonies attended by thousands of 


interested citizens and a host of dig- 
nitaries, 

Brig, General Herbert A, Dargue, of- 
ficisl representative of the chief of 
the Air Corns and the War Department, 
was the principal speeker, "One thing 
is certain," he said, "Military might 
will continue to decree the fate of na- 
tions, and strong arms may protect 
American boys from war." 

The Air Corps put on a show which 
will be remembered for a long time by 
the visitors who inspected the great 
air base, The most modern war planes 
of the day, including a big "flying 
fortress" and an A+-20A, one of the 
fastest attack planes now built, were 
displayed, Guides conducted visitors 
through the hengars and explained the 
use of Army cameras, smoke screen de- 
vices and paraphernalia of chemical 
warfare, 

Gen, Dargue informed the dedication 
crowd that thirty-eight more flying 
schools are being opened to hel ro- 
duce 30,000 pilots a year, "A Guivod 
thousand mechanics are to be trained 
in a year," he said, "and factories 
are being enlarged to. turn out 100 
fighting planes a day." 

the neec for this defense preparation 
was stressed by Sen, Claude Pepner who 
said: "America is today the only hope 
of the democracies, and perhaps in six 
months, or less, the strong arm of the 
United States may be their only pro- 
tection," 

"Americe will not fail," Sen, P 


per 
edded, ‘ 


"It will not permit civiliza- 


tion tobe destroyed by a beast already 
preparing for the Fill," 

* Mrs, Leslie MacDill, widow of the 
Air Corps officer for whom the field 
was named, with her two daughters, Ka- 


therine and Jean, were honor guests 
for the occasion, 
Brig, General Clarence L, Tinker, 


commander of the field, presided at the 
ceremony. Gen, Blanding, representing 
Gov, Eolland, Sen, Charles 0, Andrews, 
Congressman Peterson, and Roy Schrodcr, 
vepresenting the “PA, discussed various 
phases of the development of the field. 
Mayor Chancey, of Tampa, and several 
other distinguished guests also appeared 
on the program, 





---000--- 
WINGsD WARFARE 
Since the publication in the March 


15, 1941, issue of the Air Corps News 
Letter of the lengthy review of "Winged 
Warfare," by Major General Henry H. 
Arnold and Lieut.Colonel Ira C, Saker, 
a numberof inquiries have been receiv- 
ed astowhere this book may be obtain- 
ed. Our readers ere informed that the 
vublishers of "Winged Warfare," Harver 
*, Brothers, have offered trede discounts 
to allPost Exchanges at Air Corps sta- 
tions. By placing the order with your 
local Post Sacee, the book can be 
quickly obteined wo you, 

——=—OU0--= 


Three new quartermaster organizations 
have been formed at Randolph Field, 
Texas, during the month of March, 


One, the 272nd Quartermaster Co,, Air 
Base, will be permanently stationed at 
Randolph Field, Permanent stations 


will be later indicated for the 288th 
and 289th Quartermaster Cos., Air Base, 
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GULF COAST ATR CORPS TRAINING CENTER 


Brooks Field, Texas: 
rooks Field is rapidly 


coming into 
its own as the nation's leading Obser- 
vation Training School, The program 


was inaugurated on March 22nd when the 
initial class of 90 Flying Cadets and 
19 officers of the ground arms started 
schooling under Maj, R, C, Lindsay, in 
command of aerial observation activities, 
Maj. Lindsay announced that the field 
would soon be devoted exclusively to 
training observation pilots and ob- 
servers, and that the sections now 
used for the advenced flying school 
students would be converted into ob- 
servation units, 

Among the members of the ground arms 
now treining as observers at Brooks 
Field are four captains of the Regular 
Army and 15 Reserve lieutenants, who 
were transferred from the Field Artil- 
lery and other branches of the service, 

The observation unit at Brooks Field 
is known as Section 3, and the entire 
course is conducted in accordance with 
the instructions from the Chief of the 
Air Corps, The section is divided into 
academic and flying branches, 

According to Maj, Lindsay, as soon 
as buildings are constructed as well as 
a "puff" target renge, 100 pilots and 
100 observers will be in training at 
the field, The ge Cadets will be 
given 60 hours in AT-6A's and 25 hours 
in observation airplanes before being 
commissioned, 

The school emphasizes communication 
between the air and ground, Each pilot 
is given 10 hours of Link Trainer 
irermcmees and each observer, five 
hours, he staff of the new observa- 
tion section includes Maj, Lindsay; 
Capt. L, W. Greenbank, chief of the 
_ academic branch; Ist Lieuts, FL. Moore, 
communications; M.F, Stunkard, photog-— 
raphy; R,B, Miller, supply; HM. Means, 
tactics; F, =, Schroeck, staff duties 
and combat orders; ‘i, W, Holmes, chief 
of the flying branch; 2nd Lieuts, T,S, 
Torresson, r., operations officer, 
and D, E, Lehnhard, assistant communi- 
cations instructor, tthe instructors 
include 2nd Lieuts, BW, siting, WD, 

L, Jerome, 


Collinson, J, C, Cooney, F, 
K.J. Prim and A,K, Spivey, 

Three civilians employed in the school 
are Juliam R, Wagy, navigation instruc- 
tor; Verne E, Davis and Frederick Na- 
than, radio instructors, 


Randolph Field, Texas: 
ew York Uity has its Broadway end 
Forty-Second Street, Chicago's State 


Street at Madison Avenue also is re- 


nowned, The same goes for congested 
Broadway at Seventh Street in Los An- 
geles, 

In comparison, the traffic at Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, is just as heavy, 
the speed limit being approximately 150 
miles per hour, and accidents--almost 
unheard of, 

Hundreds - of cars pass each of the 
street intersections every 10 minutes, 
Within the same period at the south 
Texas military airdrome, 300 basic 
training planes are landed, new Flying 
Cadets take over andthe craft are sent 
aloft again, 

At the flying field, however, there 
is no traffic congestion, There are 
no stoplights, and the only "policeman" 
on duty is alarge "T" which swings 
with the wind, indicating the direction 
for traffic, , 

The already streamlined program for 
the training of Flying Cadets for the 


Army Air Corns has become still more 
compact at Randolph Field, Texas, 
Cross-country "hops" and formation 


flights are being returned to the basic 
training curriculum, 

Not since the late months of 1939, 
when the entire Air Corps program was 
stepped up, were such sheet originat- 
ed at Reniolph Field, ormerly, the 
navigation and formation flights were 
scheduled only for advanced flying 
fields, 

Now, before Flying Cadets complete 
their 70 hours of basic training, six 
hours of formation flying and at least 

-country trips will be in- 
tpt geds fhe new phases Pere sandwiched 
into the regular program without sac- 
rificing any element of the basic course, 

The trips for each class will be to 
Yoakum and Austin, to Waco and Temple, 
and to College Station and Navasota, 
The first of these flights for part of 
the class began on April 2nd, 

The latest streamlining act will 
leave more time for the more difficult 
flying assignments which are on the 
regular advanced training school sched- 
ule, 

You can't argue with an altimeter, 
That's why Flying Cadets at Randolph 
Field must and do become wre oiy ter 
experts at reading the delicately-tuned 
"cadgets" in the cockpit of a 3T-9 
training plane. 

The tyro flier almost invariably ut- 
ters a groan of mixed bewilderment and 
worry when first confronted by the 
cockpit of the plane assigned to him 
for his training course, Step by grep. 
he is taught "from the ground up" the 
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function of each indicator until it 
becomes as simple to him as an alarm 
clock, 


Special classes in wingless "eir- 
planes" are conducted for the benefit 
of the pilot's instrument training be- 
fore he is sent aloft. 

In the cockpit of a: basic training 
plene at. the "lest .Point of the Air" 
there are more than half e hundred 


knobs, instruments, adjustments, etc,, 


to be mastered, In five hours' flying 
time, the future pilots mow their way 
eround the crowded enclosure completely 
by touch, 


SOUTHEAST AIR CORPS TRAINING CENTER 


Maxwell Field, Ala,: 

Ulass S#-41-U, which entered the Ad- 
vanced Flying School, Maxwell Field, 
from the Basic Flying School, Gunter 
Field, on March 17th, began on April 
14th the fourth week of the two and 
one-half month's course, 

This class, comprising 149 Flying 
Cadets and one officer of the Regvlar 
Army, Capt. Charles A, Piddock, Fiela 
Artillery, began qa; cross-country 
flying to Greenville, Evergreen, Cress- 
view, Dothan, and return to Maxwell 
Field - a distance of approximately 
290 miles, Single ship lendings were 
to be made on esch field, In addition 
to local nisht missions, other flying 
training scheduled for the fourth week 
include instrument end 3S and 6-=plane 
formation flying, AT-GA and BC-1A air- 
planes are used at Maxwell Field, and 
each student must acquire 70 hours on 


these ships to complete the - Advanced. 
Flying School Course, Class SE~-41-D 


is to graduate on Mey 29th, Capt. Kurt 
M, Landon, Air Corps, is in charge of 
its flying training. 

Class SE-41-C, comprising one Regular 
Army officer, Cent, Richard R&, Waugh, 
Corps of Engineers, and 148 Flying Ca- 
dets, which is to receive its wings on 
April 25th, is now completing its final 
flying phases, and has already conclud- 
edinstruction in the ground school sub- 
gous. According to Cant, William J, 

olzapfel, Jr., who is conducting its 
flying training, the- class is well 
. ahead of schedule, this being due to 
the excellent weather which has pre- 
Vailed, and_to the splendid assistance 
of Maxwell Field's engineering depart- 

ents which are maintaining a high 
percentage of airplanes in commission 
ally, 

SE-41-C. will be the third to gradu- 
ate from Maxwell Field, 

The accident rate at the Air Corps 
Advanced Flying School, Maxwell Field, 


~ = 


for March was 1,14 ver 1000 hours of 
flying according to Maj, Burton M, 
Hovey, Jr,, director of training, who 
steted that this figure was considered 
most satisfactory in relation to the 
amount of student flying performed, 
With a total of 10,476 hours flown dur- 
ing March, the average flying time ner 
airplane per day was about eight and 
one-half hours, 

The engineering departments of each 
squadron made an excellent record dur- 
ing March, averaging 90,4% airplanes 
in commission deily, This is considered 
a high rate, in view of the rigid Air 
Corps inspection requirements prescrib- 
ing that eircraft be serviced at 25- 
hour, 50-hour and at other stated pe- 
riods, : 

The tentative graduation exercises 
scheduled to be held for Si-41-C on 
April 25 will include an invocation by 
the Chaplain, an address and presenta- 
tion of diplomas by Brig, General Walter 
R, Weaver, Commanding General, Southeast 
Air Corns Training Venter, presentation 
or "wings" by Col, Albert L. Sneed, Air 
Corps, Commandant, and the benediction, 


Gunter Field, Ala,: 

Keeping in step with the various 
military stations throughout the coun- 
try and those in the Insular possessions 
which are ee post publications, 

asic 





the Air Corps “Flying School at 
Gunter Field, Montgomery, Ala., has 
just come forth with its own effort 
under the title of “Exceptional Re- 
lease," 

In the March issue of this publica- 
tion, Lieut, Colonel Aubrey Hornsby, 


Commanding Officer of the School, ant- 
ly expressed the conditions involved 
in bringing Gunter Field into existence 
in the following address to the members 
of Class 41-D: , 

' "You have entered the service at a 
time when it was simultaneously operat- 
ing and expanding because of a national 
emergency, The expansion and all the 
attendant difficuities have caused you 
many inconveniences which youhave taken 
in your stride as men inthe service of 
your country. I wish'‘to commend you 
on this spirit of service which you 
have displayed without thought of per- 
sonal comfort, 

"Do not fear, however, that your 
training has been lacking in advantages, 
because experience with an Army expand- 
ing in the field will give you practic- 
al, professional knowledge that might 
not have been gained in a stereotyped, 
ay mee institution, 

"To each of you, as you leave the 
Air Corps Basic Flying School, I wish 
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continued success in your careers of 
service," 
If one stops to consider the full 


meaning of “simultaneously operating 
and expanding," it is overwhelming, A 
resume of just what it does mean wanes *— 
ically at Gunter field is this: During 
the past six months, 590 Flying Cadets 
and 47 student officers were trained 
and graduated to Advanced Flying School; 
an average of 150 airplanes were flown 
84,000 hours in student training, These 
airplanes were maintained and serviced 
by a scant number of mechanics, most 
of them inexperienced, Since November, 
1940, 564 cross-country trips originated 
at Gunter Field, affording excellent 
experience to the younger pilots, Not 
only is Gunter Field turning out poten- 
tial airplane pilots, but it has also 
develoved into a school for training 
instructors, sichty-two gradustes from 
the Advanced School at Maxwell Field 
reported for instructor training at 
this station since February 13, 1941, 
Upon the completion of this training, 
they will go to other fields as in- 
structors in basic training, ‘So much 
for the "operating." 

The simultaneous "expanding" consists 
of the construction ofahangar 150 by 
300 ft., three smaller buildings for 
flight and over-tions offices; 39 bar- 
recks, bachelor officers' quarters, a 
warehouse, recreation building, miles 
of roads and sidewalks, grading and 
levelong a landing aren of approximate- 
ly 7,000 by 5,000 ft., and theprep- 
aration of three auxiliary fields. 

"The enthusiasm and energy which had 
gone inte the building of Gunter Field 
give it somethine of a permanent na- 
ture," says the News Letter Correspond- 
ent, and he adds: "Such things can't 
be transitory. They have taken root 
and we truly believe that when the nub- 
lic has drooed from its vocabulary 
such expressions as 'National Emergency,' 
"Defense Program,’ and other temporary 
emergency institutions, Gunter Field 
will be a definite and permanent ac- 

ivi e U,S, Army Air Corns," 
A these’ Ficla continues to ‘make 
records! Surpassed only by that of its 
accomplishments is its record in ver- 
satility. Gunter Field is fast becom- 
ing just one training school after an- 
other, Instructions were recently re- 
ceived from the Southeast Training 
Center Headquarters directing Gunter 
Field to orzanize immediately a non- 
Commissioned officers's school, the 
nurnose of which is to train prospec- 
tive non-commissioned officers for fu- 
ture expansion at the training center. 
anlisted men wio will pursue this course 


will be very carefully selected, The 
curriculum includes the following sub- 
jects: of Miti tary Courtesy and Dis- 
Cipline; Military Sanitation and First 
Aid; Defense Against Chemical Attack; 
Interior Guard Duty; Courts Martial; 
Physical Training; Infantry Drill Regu- 
lations; Post Administration; Automatic 
Pistol; HZouivment, Clothing and Tent 


‘Pitching; and Transnortation. 


Helin Fteld, Fla,: 

Viewing this field as it anvears to- 
day - a well planned, rapidly growing 
Army Air Corps Specialized Flying 
School - it is hardly conceivable that 
this same site in 1935 was merely a 
small clearing in the forest, 

During the summer of 1933-34, a group 
of golf-playing, Air Corps Tactical 
School officers from Maxwell Field, 
Ala., beceme cognizent of the fact 
that the landing facilities at Valpariso 
were no longer adequate for the "hot- 
ter" planes the Air Corns was beginning 
to use, 

The late James E, Plew, wealthy, re- 
tired, Chicago business men end avia- 
tion enthusiast, made available a por- 
tion of his lend for the construction 
of a suitable landing field, Mr, Plew 
and the Army men foresaw the possibil- 
ities of the site as a gunnery practice 
erea for the Tactical School and, in 
order to encourage such a development, 
Mr, Plew deeded to the United States 
Army 1500 acres of land near Valpariso, 
Thus, on June 15, 1935, there came in- 
to being the Mar ites Bombing and Gun- 
nery Base at the present location of 
the Eglin Field Air Corps Specialized 
Flying School, 

As is the Air Corps custom, the Base 
was soon renamed "Eglin Field," in 
honor of a distinguished flying offi- 
cer, the late Lieut, Colonel Frederick 
I, Eglin, who lost his life in an air 
accident in January, 1937, 

Captain (now Major) Arnold Rich was 
the first commanding officer of the 
new sub-field of Maxwell Field. Under 
him was a small detachment of less than 
fifty men, His administration saw the 
completion of the north-south and east-— 
west runways, the ground gunnery range 
off Boggy Point, a barracks, a garage 
and a mess hall, 

Maj. George A, Whatley, who succeed-~ 
ed Maj, Rich, supervised the construc-— 
tion of the greater portion of the ad- 
ministration buildings now in use on 
the post, During this time, the 
strength of the detachment increased 
to sixty men, 

Under the 





guidance of the present 
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Commanding Officer, Lieut. Colonel 
Warren A, Maxwell, who took command in 
August, 1939, #glin Field reached its 
resent status of ravid exnansion, In 
he later months of 1940, the adminis- 
tration of the Choctawhatchee National 


Forest's 375,000 acres was transferred 
from the Department of Agriculture to 
the War Department andbecame the iglin 
Field Military Reservation; the sub- 
field designation was discarded and the 
Air Corps Specialized Flying School of 
the Southeast Training Center evolved 
as an individual post, The constric- 
tion of a 6,000 ft, hard-surfaced run- 
way was completed; two additional rmin- 
ways were sterted; a supply warehouse 
was built andthe old storaze facilities 
expanded; ten barracks were erected to 
accommodate the increased nersonnel of 
600 men; and sew mess, Recreation, 
telenhone and adninistration buildings 
were completed and occupied, 

Flying Cadets in Dixieland are to be 
tripled by June 30th as new fields 
spring into operation to turn out 5,653 
pilots every 30 weeks. 

Today airplane engines speak louder 
than words, andin the blue skies above 
the expanding Southeast Air Corps Train- 
ing Center, commanded by Brig. General 
Walter R, Weaver, with headquarters at 
Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., the 
drone of actual air power grows toa 
mighty voice, It is the reassuring 
roér which speaks for serial defense 
preparations in the Southeastern sec- 


tion of the country, fast becoming 
known as America's new empire of the 
air. 


Following the recent decision of the 
United States to get 30,000 new mili- 
tary pilots into the sky each year,in 
stead of the 12,000 previously planned, 
the Southeast is springing to the task 
of turning out pilots at a rate hither- 
to undreamed of. Here ina part of 
the country, which remains either a 
complete blackout or a partial mystery 
to most. people of other sections of 
the country, lies today the greatest 
air training center in the world, Here 
the sky is literally the limit for the 
facts and figures of Air Corps exnan- 
Sion, and for the number of men fast 
undergoing the transition from shaky-— 
wineed fledglings to dependable. Army 


pilots, 
, +n the Southeast Area, eight Air 
vornps bases and ten civilian primary 


pir schools under contract to the Air 
yorps already stend as permanent and 
well organized keystones in the new 
System of training Air Corps pilots. 


The stations are scattered strategic- 
ally throughout the Deep South, north 
to the Cerolina Smokies, south to the 
tip of Florida, east over Georgia, 
west to the Mississippi River, and 
downward into Louisiana, where explo- 
sive "coose eggs" are laid just for 
practice by bombardiers storming the 
swamp country of the blue heron, 

Already 1,866 Flying Cadets, 15,042 
enlisted men, and a proportionate num- 
per of officers are at these posts, By 
June 30 of this year, it is estimated 
that the numoer will increase to 1,350 
officers, 5,653 Flying Cadets, and 
18,6€5 enlisted men, and each succeed- 
ing month these figures are expected to 
show a proportionate increase as the 
Air Corps pushes its program toward the 
new goal of 30,000 nilots a year. 

Ensconced in level green fields just 
"south of the snowline," the Southeast 
Training Center busies itself with the 
three phases of flying training: vri- 
mary, dOasic, and advanced. Eligible 
for training and for subsequent com 
missions inthe Army Air Corps Reserve, 
are physically perfect, unmarried youths, 
renging in age from 20 to 26, Every 
five weeks 2,400 of these Flying Cadets 
begin prinary training in the Southeast 
and in other training centers of the 
country’. Each phase of instruction 
lasts ten weeks, 

The cadet degins training in the ele- 
mentary or primary schools and makes 
his first solo flight in a slow, rudi- 
mentary plane of a few instruments, 
Graduating to the basic phase, he learns 
the whims of an airplane more closely 
resembling the powerful and intricate 
combat ship. After completing the ad- 
vanced course, in which he learns to 

> S higher wered plane as 
eee es *Scquaints himself wit 
meteorology, radio code, military law, 
navigation, etc., he is graduated and 
commissioned as a 2nd lieutenant, 

To the two advanced flying schools 
already in operation in the Southeast, 
two will be added by June SOth, The 
two now in existence are Maxwell Field, 
Montgomery, Alabama; and Barksdale 
Field, La., a two-engine bombardier and 
navigation school, Maxwell Field to- 
day has 416 Flying Cadets and Barksdale 
Field, 241, On June 30th, Maxwell is 
scheduled to have 1,200 cadets, and 
Barksdale, 572, The new advenced two~ 
engine school at Albany, Ga., is sched- 
uled to open seoon with 362 cadets, The 
opening of a single-engine advanced 
school at Selma, Ala,, will add 220 ca- 
dets to the list, A still greater 


strength for all stations is contemplat- 
ed, 
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The Air.Corps Basic Flying School, 
located at Ginter Field, Ala., now has 
421 cadets, The establishment on June 
6th of anew basic school at Macon, Ga., 
will.add 362 cadets to this number, 

Moreover, the first Air Corps train- 
ing school for negroes will open at 
Tuskegee, Ala., in the fall with at 
least 30 Flying Cadets, Eglin field, 
an Air Corps School for fixed gunnery, 
has accommodated 60 students ata time, 


and its personnel is slated to soar 
rapiaiy. 
hese figures do not include the 


thousands of officers and enlisted men 
stationed at these bases to keep the 
planes in service and to provide ad- 
ministrative help, 

Add to this the personnel of eight 
civilian air bases now under contract 
to the Army Air Corps, a number which 
will rise to 10,as two new schools 
will be operating shortly, These Air 
oor training detachments are located 
at Coral Gables, Fla.; Albany, Ga.; 
Americus, Ge.; Camden, S, C.; Arcadia, 
Fla.; Tuscaloosa, Ala. ; Jackson, Miss. ; 
and Lakeland, Fla, Their present per- 
sonnel includes 768 Flying Cadets, The 
two new contract schools, one at Au- 
gusta, Ga,, and one at the Tuskegee 
Institute for Negroes, are scheduled 
to go into full operation at an early 
date, At least six more of these ci- 
vilian primary schools, under Air Corns 
sagervessens will be added immediately. 

he staggering sum the Air Corps has 
dropped in the lap of the Southeast 
be may be estimated by the average 
cost of anew Air Corps school--approxi- 
mately two and a half million dollars, 

Expansion in the pilot training pro- 
gram began July 1, 1939, when the Air 

orps was training 300 to 500 pilots a 
year. The first expansion demanded a 
total of 5,500 pilots by July 1, 1941, 
but long before the new quota could be 
reached, a still newer and faster pro- 
gram called for 7,000 men a year, and 
subsequently for 12,000,...finally for 
30,000!. The lid is off? oe 
Gone are the days of the Old South, 
days in which Col, Ezra sipped mint 
juleps’ on the old verandah and negroes 
sang in the cotton fields, For many 
years now such an"0ld South" has exist- 
ed only in the minds of those who never 
saw it,: It is the New South now —- in- 
terested, it is true, in hanging onto 
old traditions but very busy making new 
ones,.,in turning out as. rapidly as 
‘umanly possible a great portion of our 


new Air some pilots....in building 
furiously, but surely a new empire of 


the air, 


* these 


ACADEMIC AND TRADE SCHOOLS AT KZLLY 


In addition to operating an edvanced 
flying school for pilots, Kelly Field 
has launched academic and trade schools, 

Approximately 200 officers at the 
field are enrolled in a conversational 
Spenish class and an equal number of 
enlisted men are students in a trans- 
portation and safe-driving course, 

Courses of instruction are also given 
on the Link trainer, aircraft service 
Maintenance, and food hendling. One 
group of 25 enlisted men is taking a 
course in driving the huge. paaeline 
trucks along the hangar line to serv- 
ice the planes, A group of 178 enlist- 
ed men, of which 78 are colored, are 
being instructed in driving other Army 
vehicles, 

The instructors for all these schools 
are from the San Antonio Vocational and 
Technical School and are paid from the 
National Defense Program fund, Cant, 
R,H, Colwell coordinates their activ- 
ities, 

-~-090--- 


ARMY BUGLE SERVis AS SCHOOL BELL 


The old school bell still rings for 
hundreds of grown-ups at Langley Field 
days, only it sounds more like 
ean Army bugle, ‘This air base was re- 
cently compelled to set up its own 
home-made schools to facilitate the in- 
struction of newcomers in Army. vaner 
work, 

The subjects taught. include Army and 
Air Force Organization, Military Cor- 
respondence, English Language, Army 
Regulations, Army Decimal Filing Sys- 
tem, Typewriting, etc. 

One of the schools was orgonized by 


‘the Second Bombardment Group, 


---000--~ 
MECHANICS COURSES FOR RECRUITS 


Eighty newly enlisted Air Corns en- 


‘listed men are being given mechanics’ 


courses during their recruit training 
period at Randolph Field, Texas, The 
course of 44 weeks is designed to fami- 
liarize the new men with the type of 
basic training plane used at the field, 

Upon completion of the course, stu- 
dents will receive certificates and 


will be assigned to duty on the flying 
line servicing BI-9 and BT-14 planes, 
Many of the men are studying in their 
spare time for the Air Mechanics exan- 
ination soon to be given, The award of 
an "A.M," reting means more than 100% 
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HE WHO BUNGLETH IS LOST 


And it is writ - ; 

"He who breaketh an undercarriage in 
- a forced landing may, in time, be for- 
given; but he wno taxieth into another 
plane shall be despised forever." 

Not only that, he'll get a red star 
on the "bun¢gle" board if he does it in 
basic flying training at Randolph Field. 

The "psalm," published recently in 
"FORM ONE," the Flying Cadet magazine, 
indicates only too vividly the fate of 
student pilots who commit mistakes on 
the flying "line." 

The Air Corps recognizes that mishaps 
are apt to occur under stress of the 
huge basic training ‘program now under 
way, but jumps into action where the 
fault is due to thoughtlessness, 

Cadets themselves assess small fines 
on "bunglers" and pool the proceeds 
for a celebration 74 the endof classes, 

-=-—-O0U0—-— 


FLYING CADETS "WIN" NEW "TROPHY" 


It may be mentioned in connection 
with the preceding item that a new 
trophy has anpesred in the field of 
aviation, its permanent home being 
Randolph Field. 

This unique award deserves a word of 
description, because it differs from 
the Thompson and Bendix trophies in 
that it is made of tinrather than sil- 
ver or gold, 

It also differs slightly in purpose. 
While the intrinsic velue suffers be- 
cause of this fact, the lovely red rib- 
bon tied into a neat bow and the cur- 
rent holder's name stenciled on the 
side enhance its beauty. 

This little token, while not as fa- 
mous as the Thommson and Bendix awards, 
is nevertheless avery worthwhile 
prize, It autonaticelly carries with 
it a membership in the "Stupid Pilots' 
Club," 

Little did Flyin- Cadet "X" realize, 
as he soared into the air on his first 
solo flight fromthe south edge of Ran- 
dolph Field, that he was about to win 
this noble award as well as the presi- 
aw of the Club, Sut such was his 

ate, . 

wiyin Cadet "X" forgot to retrieve 
his nstructor upon returning to the 
field, forcing his tutor to take a two- 
mile hike back to the hangar. 

The triumoh of Flying Cadet "X," how- 
ever, was short lived, In a fortnight 
he had lost his prize to Flying Cadet 
"Z" who, with great skill and no lit- 
tle courage, succeeded in taxiing into 
ar wall, “A great shower of 


a 
chipped concrete, bent propeller blades 


and much noise resulted, as well as 
title to the trophy. 
So--until some other student pilot 
proves that he is better qurlified, 
his new award will remain firmly in 
possession of shaadi Cadet "Z," 
—— = OU0-- — 


----AND WINGS OF A SIRD 


Twenty-two and four-tenths yenrs of 
age; five feet, ten inches tall; 160 
pouncs; ruddy complexion; brown hair; 
blue eyes; in good health; unmerricd, 
and ambitious to do his part for na- 
tional defense, 

That's the typical Flying Cadet at 
Randolph Field, Texas, where more than 
900 young men ere receiving their basic 
flight training. 

He also is well learned, 24 per cent 
of the present unper class having re- 
ceived one or more degrees in college, 
The figure for the lower class is 35 
per cent, 

Nine per cent of the Flying Cadets, 
who become commissioned officers at the 
end of the 30-weel training progran, 
did not have the necessary college ed- 
ucation, but became eligible for the 
flying course by nassing special mental 
examinations, 

---000--- 


BOMBARDIGRS AWAIT TRANSFER 
TO iizW TsXAS AIR FIELD 


Forty-five Air Corps Flying Cadets 
are at gandolph Field, Texes, awaiting 
transfer to active duty as instructors 
in bombardiering classes at Zllington 
Field, Houston, Texas. 

These Cadets, who recently com leted 
a rigorous four months! course of study 
at Lowry Field, Denver, Colo., are part 
of 120 who were assigned to Air Corps 
training fields onthe Gulf and Facific 
coasts, They will be commissioned 2nd 
lieutenants when nlaced on duty, 

A distinctive new phese of air de- 
fense, the science of bombdardiering re- 
quires physical superiority and mental 
alertness on a var with that of air- 


plane pilots, Future bomb sight ov- 
erators, who will receive instruction 
on the newest instruments, will be 


chosen carefully for their role in na- 
tional defense, ; 

In addition to bombardiering, studies 
in navigation, meteorology, armaments, 
etc,, are available for men who meet 
the standards.: 

The instructors are former pilot stu- 
dents who were found to lack inherent 

ebility, but whose education 


flyin 

end phyeioal Capabilities earned them 
other inmortant roles in branches of 
national defense, 
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ACTIVITIES BEGIN AT BOWMAN FIELD 


The creation of a brand new air base, 
the arrival of kKeserve officers from 
all branches, newly assigned to the 
Air Corps for administrative duty, and 
the necessity for training some 2,000 
odd recruits, present a situation call- 
ing for immediate action in the wey of 
a refresher course, not only to "dust 
off" the instructors but to sift out 
material for building the training or- 
ganization, 

The problem at Bowman Field, Ky., 
may well be typical of what is happen- 
ing or will happen atother new fields, 
and the following are, briefly, the 
ieee steps taken to meet the prob- 

em, 

The ultimate strength at Bowman Field 
is to be 2678 officers and enlisted men, 
Arriving early in’ December, the base 
Commander found 120-odd new buildings, 
in various stages of completion, prac- 
tically no roads, and lots of mud, A 
Quartermaster company arrived shortly 
thereafter, and officers began drift- 
ing ina few at a time, mostly from 
the Reserve Corps, and who were recent- 
ly ordered to active duty. Practically 
every branch and arm of the service was 
represented, A staff was ee oe to- 
gether and began to function, Informa- 
vion regarding the troops to be sta- 
tioned at Bowman Field began to trickle 
sn, A formidable document, entitled 
"Distribution of GHQ Air Force Recruits 
Augmentation for 54 Group Program" in- 
licated some 1,600 recruits would be 
trained at Bowman Field, and that the 
initial increment of 800 would be re- 
ceived in March, The total number was 
, Subsequently increased from time to 

time until it has reached over 2,200. 


_ Because the enlisted personnel on 
dand were barely sufficient to carry 
on the normal functions of the base, 


and few were qualified to assist in 
vhe instruction of recruits, it seemed 
éxpedient to plan to conduct practic- 
elly the entire recruit training sched- 
ule with officer personnel, An In- 
Santry major was designated as the of- 
Sicer in charge of recruit training, 
with instructions to organize and con- 
tuct an officers' refresher course, in 
trder to develop a group of high pow- 
ered recruit instructors who could at 
-€ast speak and understand the same 
-anguage. At the same time, it was 
tealized that all officers, regardless 
&s to whether or not they would be as- 
signed to recruit training, would de- 
rive considerable benefit from such a 
course, 


_ receive 


= Que 


The school was established in due 
course, the hours being from 2:00 to 
4:00 P, M, on Monday, Tuesday, Thurs- 
day, and Friday, md all officers were 
required to attend, It was estimated 
that a six-week periodwas a sufficient 
allotment of time for such a course, 
but plans were made to shorten the 
course in the event the situation 
changed, The schedule was prevared to 
accomplish two objectives: 

1, To review those general subjects 
which are essential elements of a 
troop commander's background, 

2, To enable allofficers to familiar- 
ize themselves with the new drill, ex- 
ercise their lungs, and again acquire 
the habit of command, 

The first hour of each instruction 
period was devoted to lectures, The 
following is alist of subjects covered 
during the course: 

1, Training objectives and Technique 
of Instruction, 

2, Military Courtesies and Customs of 
the Service, 

3, Organization of the Air Corps, 

4, Company Administration, 

5, Pistol, 

6, Interior Guard, 

7, Military Law and Court Martial 
Procedure, 

8, Command and Staff Functions, 

9, Defense Against Air Attack, 

10, Riot Duty. 

11, Defense Against Mechanized Attack, 

12, Marches and Bivouac, 

13, Maps and Aerial Photogranvhs, 

14, Security Against SXsvionage and 
Sabotage, given by a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Agent, 

15, Organization end 
Ordnance (AVN,) 

16, Conduct of Passengers in Military 
Aircraft, 

17, Instruction in 
chute, 

The second hour of each instruction 
eriod was devoted to close-order drill, 
uring which groups were formed into 

squads, andeach officer wes given fre- 
quent opportunity to instruct and conm- 
mand, very drill period included ~a 
session of about 10 minutes onexercises 
in voice and command, In addition to 
close order drill, pack and tent drill 
were covered, 

Throughout the course, every effort 
was made to provide the maximum op- 
portunity for the - individual officer 
to practice giving instruction, and to 
constructive criticism on the 
technique of instructing, 


Functions of 


Use of the Para- 
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FLIGHTS FROM THE CANAL ZONE 


Three regularly scheduled tactical 
training flights of the Panema Canal 
Department Air Force recently took off 
from the Canal Zone on their respec-~ 
tive missions, Off to the north flew 
Col, Charles B, Oldfield, in command 
of a flight of three Bombers, To the 
south flew Col. Ross B, Cole, in com- 
mand of two Bombers, and off to the 
east, winging over the Spanish Main, 
went the France Field Commander, Col, 
nog J. House, in command of two Bom- 

ers, 

Col, Oldfield carried as passengers 
two hetingutaned members of the high 
command of the Guatemalan Army Air 
Force, Lieut, Colonel Rodolfo C, Men- 
doza, son of the Chief of Staff of the 
Guatemalan Army; and Lieut, Arturo 
Ubico Altolaguirre, nephew of President 
Ubico, of Guatemala, both of whom con- 
pleted a three weeks' tour of duty 
with the Panama Canal Department Air 
Force, during which they observed 
training methods at Albrook and France 
Fields and at Kio Hato, The high light 
in Col, Oldfield's flight was a buffet 
supper ete by Lieut. Colonel - and 
Senore endoza at their residence in 
Guatemala City, All of the Air Corns 
officers on the flight were present 
and meta distinguished group of Guate- 
Malans whom Col, Mendoza had invited 
to his soiree, 

Other passengers on the flight who 
.Made the round trip were Majs, Ray- 
mond Stone, A. G.:D., Asst. Adjutant 
General, Panama Canal Departuent 
Laurence W, Bartlett, G, S, C., Panama 
Canal Department, and Frederick M, Har- 
ris, Infantry. 

The first leg of the 
Guatemala City, with a ston at Rio 
Hato, Republic of Panama, The return 
flight to Albrook Field was via Teguci- 
Zalpa, Honduras; San Salvador, #1 Sal- 
vador; Managua, Nicaragua; and San 
Jose, Costa Rica and thence to Albrook 


_ Field, C,Z, 
In addition to Col, Oldfield, Air 
personnel pent selpating in the 


flight was to 


Corps 
aa were Maj. 
P, C, D, Air Force; lst Lieut, Richard 
W, Simons, 2nd Lieuts, David V, Ander- 
son, William J. Meng, Benson N, Munro, 
George B, Marvel, Tech, Sgts, Luther 1, 
Johnson, John P, Sullivan, Staff S-t. 
John E, Morgan, Sgts, Robert K, Napier, 
Joseph Balint, and Cpl. John F, Craig’-. 
Col. Cole flew to Lima, Peru, carry- 
ing as passengers two officers of the 
Peruvian military establishment, Maj. 
F, Chicizola and Lieut, J. Giannotti, 


~10- 


ilton A, Stone, Hors. 


who had snent a month in the Canal 
Zone observing military training ac- 
tivities, A stop was made at Telara, 
Peru, both to and from Lima, In addi- 


tion to Col, Cole, nersonnel partici- 
—- in the flight were lst Lieut, 
emes H, Shea, 2nd Lieuts, James H, 


Lazenby, Robert E, Coulter, Frank C, 
Ziglar, Ches, J, Lamothe; Tech, Set, 
David é, McConnell; Staff Set, Marcello 
C, Diamentini; Sets, Edward H, Nenno, 
and Edwin F, Brown, 

Col, House led his flight to Havana 
via Caripito, Venezuela, and Borinquen 
Field, Puerto Rico, and returned via 
the same route, He was accompanied by 
lst Lieuts., John D, Moorman, Thomas K, 


Hampton; Staff Sgt. Troy F, Waddell; 
and Sgt, Hobart M, Cunningham, and 2nd 
Lieuts, John P, Breckenridge, Nathan 
B, Hays; Staff Set, Wayman 6, Hobson; 


and Pvt, Charles H, Link, 


Lawson Field, Ga, 

This fieldis a busy nlace these fine 
springlike days, ‘ith the five organ- 
izations stationed here ~ the 15th Bom- 
berdment Scuedron (L); the 16th and 
97th Observation Squedrons (C & D); the 
62nd Air Bese Group (Special) and the 
5Olst Parachute Battalion, under the 
respective command of Maj. JohnP, Doyle, 
Capt. Philo G, Meisenholder, Maj. Reu- 
ben Kyle and Capt, Fred S, Stock, Air 
Corps, and Maj, Wm. M, Miley, Infantry, 
both flying and jwming activities 
have increased rapidly during the past 
few months, 

The 16th Observation Squadron, now 
attached to the Second Armored Divi- 
sion, has been confronted with new 
missions. Although observation methods 
of securing information have not chang- 
ed and it is still necessary to go out 
and see something in order to report 
it, the technioue must be modified to 
conform tothe ever changing conditions 
of war and armament, This is just what 
the 16this doing, and today it presents 
many interesting developments, 

ere normal divisions in the past 
required about a full observation squad- 
ron to function properly on senarate 
missions, it has become evident that 
this hard-hitting, fast-striking armor- 





ed force is going to need much more 


aviation.than formerly, and a variety 
of types as well, Liaison, observation, 


‘pursuit -and attack or light Bombers 


will be needed on certain missions, 
Bearing this in mind and the fact 
that the 16th is now equivped with one 
0-49, six 0-47A's and two B-10's, one 
can well understand the variety of 


flight training and diversity of mis- 
V-~8838,A,C, 
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Sions the sauefron is called wunon to 

yerform in the coonerative training of 

this unit and the armored force, 
---000--~ 


SLIGHT BY LA:SON FIELD PERSONNEL 


All the officers and nine enlisted 
men of the 15th Bombardment Squadron 
(L), commanded by iiaj, John P, Doyle, 
Jr,, recently »articivated in a six 
day unit training flight, March 12-17, 
which tool them over a large part of 
the eastern United States, Leaving 
Lawson Field early on Wednesday morn- 
ing, and workin= senrrately on flight 
missions enroute, the Squadron reassen- 
bled at Washville, Tenn,, for servic- 
ing, The first.dey's trip ended at Fat- 
terson Field, Ohio, where the personnel 
spent two d-ys snd visited noints of 
interest around Vricht Field and Deyton, 
An added attrection wes a simlated 
dog fight between 2 Bell P~39 end Lock- 
heed P-38, 

On S-turday morning, the flight took 
off for Mitchel Field, working assembly 
~roblems enroute, The boys took in the 
"Sig City" thet nicht and departed Sun- 
day for 3olling Field where they svent 
the night, The trin ended Monday after- 
noon with a formation flight to Lawson 
Field, via Charlotte, Nc, 

Officers nnd enlisted menparticivat-— 
ing in the flisht, in addition to Maj. 
Doyle, were Cr ot, John R, Kelly, lst 
Lieuts, Lonnie =, Nartin, Villiam <, 
Bubanks, Harold *~, Ohlke, Henry P, 
Bacto, Yoncey 6, Terrant, Villiam C, 
Odell, endLieuts, Villiamhi, Purington, 
Howard G, Cook, J-mes R, Smith, Donald 
P, Hall, John L, licLern, Ivan W. Zve- 
land, ta Hogen, Orie 0O, Schurter, 
George L, Thomas,Tech. Set. Shaw, Staff 
Sets, Jones, Jledsoe, Jenkins; Sets, 
Cagle, Kassabien, Ledoux; Cpl. Crowe; 
and Pvt. lst Cl. Bersley. 

---000--- 


FLYING OPlanATIONS AT MACDILL FIaLD 


Souadrons of the 29th Bombardment 
Group, desnite the present shortage of 
airplanes, have -dopted a nlen whereby 
they teke turns in operating at full 
strength, To further the experience 
obtained on nissions conducted by these 
squedrons within the vast four months, 
airplanes are being interloaned among 
them, so that once erch week at least 
one squadron within the Group receives 
its full comlement of ei Tene for 
mractice purvoses, tims affording the 
oovortunity to stress teamwork on ac- 
tual tactical prodlems, whether they 
be navigation, bombing, gunnery, or a 


combination of the three, 

Anew Groun treining directive an- 
peared on March lst, sand an intensive 
program was immediately initiated to 
qualify more bombardiers and aerial 
gunners than has been accomplished in 
the ee Operations and sngineering 
sections have been cooperating success- 
fully in en effort to fly each bombard- 
ment airplane a minimum of 100 hours 
per month, Commlete combat crews man 
the planes on tactical missions, and 
the same crews fly the planes day after 
day without interchanging personnel, 

Foremost emong the recent activities 
of the 52nd Squadron of the 29th Bom- 
bardment Group was the flight on April 
4th of four airplenes to Lowry Field, 
Denver, Colo, <A world of experience 
was obtained by the 16 pilots partici- 
nating in this flight in the form of 
flying through electrical storms, rain 
end snow, high altitude mountein fly- 
ing, rendezvous, formation work,- and 
flight operations from high altitude 
fields, 

Latest developments on bombsights and 
bombing procedure were available to the 
pilots and bombardiers during their 
stay of four days at Lowry Field, The 
highlight of the trip was the forma- 
tion flight from Albuouerque to Denver 
at 20,000 feet, with the abi making 
individual instrument letdowns at Den- 
ver through snow end rainstorms, and 
dodging in their spare moments United 
Airlines end the 14,110 ft. Fike's 
Peak, 

---000-—— 


PRIVATE "WAR" BY 9TH BOMBARDMENT SQDN. 


The 9th Bombardment Scuadron of the 
%th Bombardment Group, Fort Douglas, 
Utah, had a “private little war" all 
of its own recently by moving into the 
field at Hill Field, Utah, 

Six 3-17D sirplenes were used against 
the "enemy" forces invading from the 
West Const, Hissions, including demoli- 
tion and light bombardment, were sched— 
uled at all hours of the day and night, 

The maneuvers proved very helpful 
and beneficial in every respect, since 
they gave the younger flying personnel 
an idea of conditions which may be en- 
countered in actual combat and an op- 
portunity to participate in the opera- 
tion of a tactical souadron, 

The air base groups traveled by motor 
te Hill Field and set = a temporar 
camp site for the tactical units whic 
traveled by air. 

Despite very unfavorable weather con- 


ditions, the. two-days' maneuvers were 
very successfully carried out. 
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THE LONG AND SHORT OF IT 


When other service organizations feel 
they have established a record, Kelly 
Field personnel merely look at it and 
enert: "Gosh! Is that the best they 
een do! 

Kelly Field readily admits that most 
are men of fair size, but sugrests that 
they be vermitted to grow up a bit be- 
fore advancing the claim that one of 
them is the tallest man in the service 
or the owner of the largest pair of 
feet ever to do euard duty, 

Without the necessity of extending 
itself to survass these claims, Kelly 
Field presents its second best candi- 
date in the person of James J, Johnson, 
who is 21 years of age, six and one- 
half feet tall, and who should walk off 
with the blue ribbon, Ageinst stiffer 
competition, however, Kelly Field can 
proudly present its Champion of Champi- 
ons —- "Pee Wee" James B, Cook, of the 
33lst School Scuedron, whose altitude 
is six feet, seven inches, end who 
wears size 15-C shoes, A special req- 
uisition to Washington was required in 
the endeavor to secure a pair of shoes 
big enough to fit him. According to 
the Commanding Officer of the 33lst 
School Squadron, Lieut, R.L, Williams, 
"A little more delay and we would have 
hed to wrap a couple of tents around 


his feet," 

For a “short man" contest, Kelly 
Field can offer Acting Cornoral (anda 
tough one, too) =, ii, Sonnen, whose 
height (five feet, one inch) equals 


the claim of most posts in this event 
(tied, but not beaten). Can you imagine 
these two giants taking orders from the 
little fellow? 
Kelly Field wonders if any organiza- 
tion can equal or eclipse this record, 
---200--- 


OUTSTANDING SOLDIER CONTEST 


In a contest recently conducted to 
select the outstanding private soldier 
in the Panama Canal Department from 
emong the various branches of the serv- 
ice, Pvt. lst Cl, Lonnie Leonard Carter, 
of France Field, gained that distinc- 
tion by the vote of » board of officers, 
headed by Lieut, Colonel Rex K, Stoner, 
Air Corps, Pvt, Carter, who has been 
in the service 14 months and is 28 
years of age, holds the rating of Air 
Mechanic, hd Class, A native of Texas, 
he graduated from the Windham, Texas, 
High School, Prior to joining the 

“Army, he was an insurence agent, He 
is a good all-around athlete, and bet- 
ter than average amateur vhotographer, 


— 
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He is of military bearing without bde- 
ing rigid, and represents the average 
Clean-cut tyoe of young American, As 
such, he was selected to repnresent the 
Air Corps in what facetiouslyis called 
the "beauty sapiens ¥ 

wo= QUO 


FUTURE FLYERS HAVE MILITARY EXPERIENCE 


A recent survey disclosed that an un- 
precedented number of Flying Cadets 
with previous military experience are 
receiving pilots! training at Randolph 
Field, Texas, 

Out of 395 Flying Cadets in the low- 
er class, 174 reported service in some 
branch of national defense before ar- 
riving at Randolph Field, The remain- 
ing 221 were civilians, 

Sf the 174 students, Reserve Offi- 
cers Training Corps work claimed the 
attention of 127 - the largest single 
group in the previous service classi- 
fication, Twenty-eight had seen duty 
in National Guard organizations of 
their resvective States, 11 were mem- 
bers of the 'J,S, Officers Reserve Corps 
and one each had been in the Naval Acad- 
emy, Annapolis, Md,; the Marine Corps; 
the Marine Corps Reserve, and the U.S, 
Navy Reserve, 

Four of the class had enlisted in the 
Regular Army before avplyingfora Fly- 
ing Cadet epvointment, 


LATIN-AMERICAN OFFICERS TRAIN 
WITH AIR CORPS 


Five Venezuelan Army officers, under- 
going a three months! refresher course 
at Randolph Field, Texas, handled for 
the firet time, on March 24th, the 
controls of the Army Air Corps sleek 
new basic training planes, 

The training of the Latin Americans 
is to run concurrently with that of 
392 Flying Cadets of Class 41-E, Again, 
on April 24th, the "West Point of the 
Air" will become the Senpatery home of 
five more officers from Venezuela, who 
are assigned to train with the next 
class of Flying Cadets, 

Venezuelan officers starting train- 
ing on March 24th were: Maj, Jorge 
Marcano, Lieuts, Luis Calderon, Felix 
Moreno, Raul Sierralta and Antonio J, 
Maldonado, 

Since the establishment of flying 
training by the Army in 1922, more than 
100 foreign officers, mostly from 
Latin-American nations, have taken these 
courtesy courses at the Air Corps 
schools in Texas, 
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FLYING CADSTS - JACKS OF ALL TRADES 


Yesterday a miner - today a Flying 
Cadet - tomorrow a pilot in the Army 
Air Corns, 

Morton A, Boss, of Bisbee, Ariz, is 
only one of nearly 400 Flying Cadets 
in Class 41-F, latest arrivals at Ran- 
Zolwh Field, Tex., for basic training, 
Slightly more then 10 weeks ago, he was 
in the mining business, after receiv- 
ing a degree at Arizona State Teachers 
College, at Teze. The urge to vilot 
one of Uncle Sam's sleek monovlanes, 
however, completely changed plans for 
the future, Thirty weeks from the 
time he laid sway his mining pavers, 
he will become one of Uncle Sam's de- 
fenders of the sityways. 

Boss is not the only Randolph Field 
Flying Cadet who did an "about face" 
from earlier plens, Herbert N, Henck- 
ell, Jr., of Cairo, Ill., i8 a regis- 
tered pharmacist. Herbert H, Hill, of 
Little Rock, Arik., en established at- 
torney, received nis law degree in 1938; 
Welter T, Snow, of Hartshorne, Okla,, 
was a zoology instructor at Baylor Uni- 
versity. 

Ranching struck the fancy of Fred T, 
Mahoney, of :fulett, yo. Clarence L, 
Merthey, of Canton, Ohio, was a seaman, 
Alresdy a 2nd Lieut, in the Infantry 
Harold M, Moore, of Tabb, Va., decided 
to become a pilot also, 

James «, Ingram, of Fieldon, I1ll., and 
Gerald F, Dunn, of Yakima, Wash., were 
newspapermen, Radio announcing attract- 
ed Robert WV, O'3rian, of Logansvort, 
Ind,, while photogrevhy was the vrofes- 
sion of Boyd J, O'Donnell, of Bakers- 
field, Calif. 

A young man from Fullerton, Calif., 
Preston L, Renison, was a life guard 
and florist, sdward M, Osander, of 
San Francisco, Calif., a blood donor, 
labored as a longshoreman and teamster, 

James BE, Samvels, of Phoenix, Ariz., 
found time to nlay wolo, although he 
was a junior college teacher and co- 
owner of a lumber company, Beating 
drums for dance bands was the snecialty 
of Raymond 7, Sullivan, of Madison, Wisc, 

Sven the "law" decided to try blaz- 
ing a trail across the clouds, Louisi- 
ana State Police lost a good man in 
Sdward D, Black, of Natchitoches, La, 
Fred J, Sill, of Monroe, Mich,, gave 
uo Criminal investigation. Paul W, 
Shaffrath, of Seattle, Wash., was a 
ranger in Mt, Renier National Park, 
while Zarl S, Miller, Jr., of Norwalk, 
Ohio, turned in his badge of an agent 
for the internal revenue department, 
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RETIREMENT OF LE, BUSSEY 


A pioneer of the aviation industry, 
one who helved build the first group 
of aircraft engines on a production 
basis in this country, and who ever 
Since has had an active hand in the 
development of aircraft engines for 
the United States Army, retired from 
active duty because of ill health on 
Merch 31, 1941, 

Le Beron =, Bussey is widely known 
for his natural skill and mechanical 
ingenuity, a recognition he won from 
the time he took uo his profession, In 
all the fields in which he has been en- 
gaged, from bicycles and automobiles 
to aircraft engines, he has made marked 
contributions, He could always make 
anything mechanical his superiors could 
describe and, in turn, could direct his 
subordinates in the fabrication of any 
type of mechanical device for which he 
recognized - need, or which a develop- 
ment program required, As Suverin- 
tendent of the Power Plant Laboreatory 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, his las 
pero yee. he was looked upon as little 

ess than an artist in his own right, 

On reviewing the various asnects of 
Mr, 3ussey's career, unrelated as they 
Mey appear, and the goal finally at- 
tained, it would seem thet each ovosi- 
tion was a phase of a previous, well- 
formulated plan, 

It is a far cry from a circus to the 
field of aircraft engine develonment; 
however, Mr. Bussey's first job, which 
was with a circus, eventually led him 
to one as a jockey at county fair tracks, 
from that to dicycle racing, and then, 
following his natural instincts, to 
the building of snecial racing bicycles, 

It was almost ten years later that 
he began work in the automotive in- 
dustry, having prepared himself by ac- 
cepting »ositions as «a machinist in 
various shops throughout the country. 
He srasved the fundamentals of mechanics 
easily and had no trouble with creative 
mechanics, because of his initiative 
and skill, and his unwillingness to 
believe that there was anything me- 
chanical which he could not make, 

_ In 1902, Mr, Bussey began work on 
internal combustion engines at the 
Olds Motor Works, Detroit, as an as- 
sembler of stationery gas engines. 


Later he transferred to the automotive 
division, where he worked at engine and 
automobile assembling and final test- 
ing of the curved-dash single-cylinder 
automobile, the first one to be placed 
into quentity production in this coun- 
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try. 

Fron 1904 to 1911, he was part-owner 
and mechanical superintendent of the 
B, & O, (Bussey and Ohmstead) Auto Line, 
operating auto sightseeing cars in De- 
troit, Michigan, which, incidentally, 
was the first sightseeing bus line in 
Detroit, From 1911 to 1917, Mr. Bussey 
wes foreman of the machine and assembly 
shop in the experimental department of 
the Hudson Motor Car Company. The last 
three years of this time were devoted 
to supervising the construction of 
special contest cars for dirt track 
and speedway racing, hill climbing, 
cross-country and endurance contests, 

ring the construction and tests in 
1917 of the first twelve experimental 
Liberty aviation engines, Mr, Bussey 
served for three months as assistant 
foreman of the experimental department 
of the Packard Motor Car Company. This 
was the initial step prior to beginning 
the first quantity production of air- 
craft engines in this country, This 
job nearing commletion late in that 
yerr, Mr, Sussey came to McCook Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, »nd since that time he 
has served both at McCook and Wright 
Fields in such capacities as foreman 
of engine assembly; eascistant chief, 
power plant laboratory; chief, mechani- 
Cal.unit, power plant laboratory, and 
superintendent, power plant laboratory. 

From the time of his initial employ- 
ment up to the time of his position of 
superintendent of the power plant lab- 
oratory, Mr, Bussey's progress was due, 
not to his years of service, but to his 
natural sbility and personal attributes, 
In no small a number of instances he 
has been known to design and build 
equipment, tools and machinery, the 
necessity for which had arisen when 
they were not commercially available, 
He s never assigned anyone a task 
which he himself could not have as 
competently accomplished, 

And so, it is with deep regret that 
Wricht Field, end the Air Corps in 
general, bids Mr, Bussey farewell from 
active duty. He takes with him the 
good wishes of his friends and fellow- 
workers for improved health and hap- 
piness, also an experience, skill and 
ability which the Meteriel Division 
will find hard to cee 

me = OU Oe eee 


Albrook Field: 

first Lieut, Clinton C, Wasem, Air 
Corps, in commend of a detail of twelve 
enlisted men, recently departed enroute 
to Mitchel Field, N. Y., where the men 
will receive special training in the 
maintenance of Pursuit airplanes. It 
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was stated that, upon completion of 
their training, these men will be re- 
turned to their Canal Zone stations to 
instruct other mechanics in airplane 
maintenance, The men detailed to this 
duty are as follows: Master ng*. Borece 
G, Waters, Tech. Sgts., Urban J, Horst, 
William M, Morris; Staff Sets, Mathew 
J. Muldoney, James L, Reidinger, Mike 
Sike, Sidney L, Elston, Louis Grille, 
Louis Zarbo, M. H, Delancy, Marion £, 
Welty, and William Quigley, 
---000--- 


OUTSTANDING ATHLETES AMONG CADETS 


In connection with athletics, Flying 
Cadets snorting less than three college 
athletic sweaters almost are ashamed 
to display them around the field these 


days. 

"When a student-pilot like -Ralph G, 
Martin, of Detroit, Mich,, dons three 
sweaters and packs eight more underhis 
arm, other former athletes suddenly de- 
cide that it has become too hot for 
just a single garment, 

Martin is the "leading man" of the 
lower class, having lettered four years 
in football, three each in both track 
and tennis, and one in basketball at 
Olivet College in Michigan, 

At least half of Randolph Field's 
800 Flying Cadets competed in college 
athletics, Many found success in three 
or four sports, so enough sweaters are 
stacked at the hmge military airdrome 
to outfit the whole group. 

Henry 0, Null, of Los Angeles, Calif., 
did allright at California State Poly, 
He won eight sweaters, 

Roy Robertson, of Caroleen, N,C,, out 
of Wofford College, and Aubrey 2. Tay- 
lor, of Milmine, I111,, former ace at 
Jemes Millikin U,, received seven sweat- 
ers apiece, An ex-Cornell College per- 
former, William S, Watson, of Chicago, 
and Hermen J, Steinhoff, future aviator 
from Williamstown,. Mass., each won 
seven, Steinhoff left the usual sports 
channel to win fame in soccer, lacrosse 
end swimming, 

Members of the lower class, known as 
41-F, who won at least six college 
awerds include Albert G, Arnold, of 
Montgomery, Ala.;JosephR, Aldendifer, 
of ‘Lincoln, Ill.; Homer W, Lear, | of 
Clare, Mich,; Timothy W, Donohue, of 
Springfield, Mo.; William J, Feiler, 
of Gladstone, N.D.;Barl S, Miller,Jdr., 
of Norwalk, Ohio; Jaseph A, Viger, of 
Shelton, ash., and Valter R, "Waddie" 
Young, Ponca City, Okla., the All-Amer- 
ican from the U, of Oklahoma, 

In the fieldof professional athletics 
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the Randolph Field Correspondent guaran- 
tees that the Flying Cadet Detachment 
will produce the athlete, and an excép- 
tional one, too, for any sport one may 
name, At 

In fact, the latest class of Flying 
Cadets to report at the Basic Flying 
School is spiced with athletes who have 
"cashed in" on their ability or knowl- 
ong in the sporting world, 

ake sawing Cedet Walter R, Young, of 

Ponca City, Okla., or Cadet Charles T. 
Gelatka, of Chicago, I1l,, for example, 
Both were "in the money" as profession- 
al football players when they decided 
to become Air Corps Flying Cadets, In 
1938, Young was an All-American end at 
the University of Oklahoma, while Ge- 
latka was one of those rough-and-ready 
tackles at Mississippi State, 

Billy 3B, Southworth, of Columbus, 
Ohio, son of 5i11 Southworth, manager 
of the St, Louis Cardinals in the Na- 
tional League, gave up "swings" fora 
chance at "wings." The former Ohio 
State athlete excelled as a baseball 
player and made the grade in several 
circuits, the last one being the Class 


Then there are’ Lloyd G, Clark, the 
rofessional oo from Kansas bity, 
0.; George . Green, Evanston, I11., 
swimming professional, who was one of 
Northwestern University's greatest 
aquatic stars; Clyde S, Shields, Aber- 
deen, S, D,, boxer, who won the inter- 
collegiate heavyweight orig 5 to at 
Northern State Teachers College of 
South Dakota before turning profession- 
al, and Herman J, Steinhoff, Williams- 
town, Mass,, All-American soccer player 
while at Springfield College, . 

Professional swimming also is repre- 
sented by several California Cadets, 
who left positions as life guards on 
that state's famous beaches to join 
the Air Corps. 

Cadet James E, Samuels, who received 

master's decree after studies at San 

Biezo State. Arizona State, Northwest- 
ern, and Southern California Universi- 
ties, played polo seven years and also 
served as an shih esciate 
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RAF, "ACE" VISITS CAL-AERO 


Air Marshal W.,A, Bishovo,V.C,, D.S.0., 
who during the World War engaged in 
170 aerial battles andis credited with 
bringing down 77 enemy airplanes, was 
a distinguished visitor at the Air 
Corps *raining Detachments,’ Glendale, 
and Ontario, Valif., late in April. 

The ranking Royal Canadinn Air Force 
officer spent several days as the guest 


- AA International League, 


of Maj, C.C. Moseley, operntor of Cal- 
Aero Academy and Curtiss-Wright Tech- 
nical Institute, 4ir Corps contract 
schools, Air Marshal Bishop wns the 

est of the Los Angeles Chnmbocr of 

ommerce nt an aviation bnnquet, 

Needless to add, Flying Cndcts of 
the Glendsle snd Ontrrio detachments 
experienced a considerrble thrill in 
meeting the man who is probably the 
greatest living "Ace," 

---900--- 


ACTRESSES VISIT AIR CORPS STATIONS 


Two prominent figures among the gen- 
tler sex, Ruth Chatterton, titian haired 
stage and screen star, and Brenda Joyce, 
screen ectress, the star in such hits 
as "Public Deb No, 1l"and "South of Suez," 
recently visited Army Air. Corps stn- 
tions, 

Miss Chatterton greeted hundreds of 
Maxwell ond Gunter Field men on the 
evenin,; of April 17th at the Soldiers! 
Center, Montgomery, Ala. She told the 
men, forming the ground’ forces for the 
Southenst Air Corps Training Center, 
that their cheerfulness and "willingness 
to serve" were cven more pronounced than 
in other sections of the country, The 
actress, herself n pilot of six yenrs' 
expericnce, wore slrcks and dark 
@lnasses, ond making her way through 4 
sea of soldiers to a balcony she told 
then infornnlly that "To be 1. flier is 
the greatest anbition in the world," 

Col, Albert L. Sneed, Comnendant of 
Maxweil Field, welcomed the actress, in 
addition to the mass welcome by. twent;+ 
truckloads of enlisted men, 

Miss Joyce, while on » tour to Salt 
Lake City, Utreh, where she sppeared be- 
fore . larce sudience in behalf of the 
Greek War Relief Fund, visited Ft, Doug- 
les, Utnh, being escorted through the 
bese by Lt.Col. Earl H, DeFord, Command- 
ing the 7th Sonbardment Group, She and 
Miss Lillian White, her traveling con- 

anion, were ‘given an opportunity to 
Took over the huge bonbing planes. Both 
stated they had never secn anything so 
large in their lives, Miss Joyce's nt- 
tention was turned fromthe plrenes only 
gnee when e small scout car, known as a 
"Blitz—buzey, "was driven by, whereupon 
she innediately wanted to drive it. 

Following her tour of inspection, Miss 
Joyce autoreraphed a 3B-173 of the 7th 
Bonbardnent Group, and gmring up into 
the radi» control tower she eave orders 
t> several planes on the frond, After 
lunching at the Officers’ Mess, she 
waved a fond ferewell to the officers 
and nen, promising to visit then again 
om her next trip to Salt Lake: City, 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


LATICG TQ SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE 


By Waddell F, Smith, Major, Air Corps. 
Military Personnel Division, 0,0,A,C, 


QUESTION: 
Life 
stalliments to my beneficiary 
of my death? 

ANSWER: Yes, All U, S, Government 
Life Insurance Policies are paid to the 
beneficiary inal sum unless the 
insured elects during his life time 
how the nroceeds shall be paid and then 
the method of settlement he elects is 
a comnulsory settlement, However, he 
may cancel the provision or change it 
at any time during his life time, If 
the insured makes no election, then the 
beneficiary may elect to take the pro- 
ceeds in installments instead of a 
lump sum, However, since few bdenefi- 
Ciaries will avail themselves of the 
opportunity, the insured should pre- 
scribe the method of settlement during 
his life time, 

Option No, 2 in the policy provides 
for a limited number of monthly pay- 
ments, The amount of the monthly in- 
-Stallments depends on the number of 
fonths selected, which may be from 36 
to 240 months, The installments ere 
computed by figuring in 34% interest 
in advance and the table of amounts of 
monthly installments are in the policies, 

Option No, 3 provides for a monthly 
payment to the beneficiary every month 
for life, The amount of the monthly in- 
come is determined by the age of the 
beneficiary at the time of the death 
of the insured, Two hundred and forty 
such installments are guaranteed and 
Should the beneficiary die after the 
insured. and before receiving at least 
240 months installments, then the re- 
maining installments will be paid to 
the contingent beneficiary. This op- 
tion has the advantage of a guaranteed 
monthly income to the beneficiary, so 
long as the beneficiary lives, 

A Safe Investment 

These options should be utilized by 
insured personnel, A widow can rarely 
invest a lump sum of money with the 
same degree of safety and get 34% in- 
terest on it, Even though a beneficiary 
should be frugal and not given to reck- 
less spending, there still is the ever 
present possibility of improperly in- 
vesting a lump sum of money. nited 
States Government Life Insurance is a 
Sound medium for the insured to create 
an estate, therefore it should he 
equally as sound in conserving the es- 
tate for the beneficiary, No reference 
has been made to National Service Life 
insurance which is the form of insur- 


Can my U. S, Government 
Insurance policy be paid in in- 
in event 
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ance issued in the service since Octo- 
ber 38, 1940, This insurance is meade 
payable to the beneficiary in install- 
ments without any ection on the nvpart 
of the insured, Any installments that 
may be due a beneficiary are not sub- 
ject to attachment for debts of a bene- 


ficiary. 
Guardsmen Sligible 

QUESTION: I am s National Guardsman, 
Am I entitled to buy Nationel Service 
Life Insurance? 

ANSWER: The Nationel Service Life 
Insurance Act of 1940, passed October 
8, 1940, permits anyone who is ordered 
into active service for a periodin ex- 
cess of thirty days to apply for Nation- 
al Service Life Insurance, All per- 
sonnel of the National Guard that have 
been inducted into Federal service under 
existing law are entitled to apvly for 
this insurence, Application must be 
made however within 120 days of induc- 


tion, 


Selective Service enrollees inactive 
service and members of the Officers Re- 
serve Corns and the Enlisted Keserve 
Corps who are orderedinto active serv- 
ice for a period in excess of thirty 
days are also eligible within the 120 
day limit, Officers in the Regular 
Army are eligible only within 120 days 
of commission, Upon promotion an of- 
ficer is not given a new chance to ap- 
ply. 4nlisted men in the Regular Army 
may apply within 120 days of enlist-. 
ment and each reenlistment, Aviation 
Cadets who failed to apety for any Na- 
tional Service Life Insurance or the 
meximum of $10,000 may make a new ap- 
plication for the insurance or the 
balance to make a total of $10,000, 
only after discharge to accept a re- 
serve commission, and then must apply 
within 120 days of effective date of 
extended active duty. 

QUESTION: I am in the Reeular Army 
and have a $10,000 U, S, Government 
Life Insurance Policy to which I have 
added the special disability clause, 
If I am retired from the service for 
disability will I be automatically 
erented the benefits of this disability 
Clause? 

ANSWER: No, not automatically, as 
retirement fromthe Military Service is 
not — facie evidence of total dis- 
ability. Every U.S, Government policy 
contains a provision that if the in- 
sured becomes totally and permanentl 
disabled, then the premiums are waive 
and the face amount of the policy is 
V~8838,A,C, 
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aid to the insured in installments, 

t is obvious that retirement is neces- 
sary to qualify for this benefit, as 
any total andpermanent disability would 
mean retirement, 

Disability Benefits 

Retirement for disability generally 
presumes a permanent disability but not 
necessarily total, In order to qualify 
for total and permanent disability the 
insured must satisfy the medical ex- 
aminers of the Veterans Bureau that the 
disability is total, Therefore, it may 
be possible to be retired for disabil- 
ity and not be allowed this benefit. 
When an insured has added the special 
disability clause, for which he pays 
an extra premium, he still may not ex- 
pect automatic qualification in event 
of retirement, Though the special dis- 
ability clause does not require per- 
manent disability, it must be total 
disability for a period in excess of 
120 days, There pre cases on record 
of Air Yorps officers who have collect- 
ed the th disability payments for 
long periods, but who were not retired 
and who subsequently returned toa 
duty status, Although there is some 
misunderstanding which the foregoing 
explseration may clear up, anything said 
should not be considered derogatory to 
the value of this special disability 
clause, 

The disability clause covers disabil- 
ity from any cause, whether sickness 
or accident, and it is an especially 
good value for its coverage in event 
of disability from aircraft accident 
and from disability incurred in war 
service, Anyone who has a policy of 
U, 5, Government Life Insurance is au- 
thorized to add this special disability 
Clause to his policy and should do so, 
It is equally as good a value as the 
insurance itself, Write the U.S, Veter- 
ans Bureau, Washington, D, C., and ask 
for information and rates, giving your 
policy number, 

QUESTION: What is the difference 
between U.S, Government Life Insurance 
and National Service Life Insurance? 

ANSWER: United States Government In- 
Surance was instituted during the World 
War to afford protection to the armed 
forces during the war, After the war 
the. privilege of purchase of the in- 
surance was extended to service per- 
Sonnel, and to war veterans in civil 
life, eens the insurance needs 
of the arme services in the present 
emergency, Congress passed the National 
vervice Life Insurance Act of 1940, and 
Supsequent to October 8, 1940, National 
Service Life Insurance has been avail- 
able, Both forms are guaranteed by the 


United States as a general obligation 
of the Government and both are admin- 
istered by the Veterans Administration, 
Premiums in each case are paid to the 
Veterans Bureau, These are the only 
two insurance bodies that are official 
governmental functions, 
Policy Can Be Reduced 

QUESTION: If I buy the full $10,000 
of National Service Life Insurance, 
then can I later reduce the amount of 
insurence if necessary? 

ANSWER: Yes, The amount of insur- 
ance cen be reduced at any time to any 
amount of $1,000 or more, However, if 
less than $10,000 is initially applied 
for, then the amount may not be in- 
creased except upon reenlistment inthe 
Regular Army or upon dveing reordered to 
active duty, If an individual feels 
that $10,000 may be too much insurance 
to carry permanently, the full 910,900 
still should be bought if possible in 
order to have the full amount of pro- 
tection during the emergency, Any time 
efter one year, md before expiration 
of five years, the insured can convert 
any pert of the insurance to one of 
the three permanent forms, It is even 
permissible to convert any amount de- 
sired and still continue the balance 
as term insurance for the remainder of 
the five years, It is also possible 
to convert part of the insurance to one 
plan such as Ordinary Life and another 
part to 20-or 30-Payment Life, 

QUESTION: What provision is made in 
National Service Life nolicies in event 
of disability. 


ANSWER: If the insured becomes total- 
ly disabled for six months or more, 
then the premiums on the policy are 


waived for life or as long as the dis- 
ability lasts, In event of death any 
wnived are not deducted 


premiums so 
from the face amount of insurance, This 
disability clause is granted to all 


National Service Life Insurance policy 
holders without extra charge, 
: Hasn't Received Policy 

QUESTION: I applied for my National 
Service Life Insurance a month ago and 
have not yet received my volicy, When 
should I expect it? 

ANSWER: Up to Avril 19, 1941, the 
Veterans S3ureau had received 336,000 
applications for a total volume of 
$1,150,806,720 of insurance, It takes 
time and great care to process all 
these applications accurately, However, 
the Veterans Bureau is getting out in- 
dividual certificates to applicants, 
acknowledging the insurance liability 
of the Government and they generally 
reach the applicants .within. thirty 


(Continued on page 22 ) 
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“THE 1OOOTH INDORSEMENT" 





You must learn the Army's patter. 
Other language does not matter, 

Qne is really quite benighted 
Unless, “your attention is invited.” 


Every general has his standing 

Though not all generals are “commanding.” 
Even generals softly purr, 

When “requested to “concur.” 


If lower ranks should breathe defiance, 
Return the papers “for compliance. 

If all question is removed, 

Just write the single word “approved. “ 


When you reach indorsement fifth 
The papers are “returned herewith.” 
Many things are made effective 
Embodied in a short “directive. 


It may give you satisfaction 

To request “immediate action," 
Following these words as they stand 
With an impressive “By command.“ 


Other words on which you've doted 

Are “duly and just simply “noted.” 
Remember three-forty AR dash fifteen 
Contains much more than you have seen. 


If one continues in this strain, 
Perhaps the reader will complain, 
But the language of a J.A.G. 
Is most impressive. sir, to me. 
- Anxious to Learn, from Army & Navy Journal 
~eeQ00-e= 
OVERSEAS SERVICE 
The following extract of telegram from The Adju- 
tant General, dated Avril 12, 1941, is published 
for the information of all concerned? 


"All existing instructions which require that an 
enlisted man must volunteer for service overseas or 
have parental consent before being sent overseas 
are revoked. “ 

---00098-- 


UNWELCOME VISITOR “AIRS” PLANE AND PILOT 


Skunks. apparently, don't know the rules. 

A Flying Cadet at Randolph Field, Texas, recently 
took off for a solo practice flight. 

At 1,500 feet, the unmistakable odor of a polecat 
oozed up from the plane's nether portions. A hurried 
inspection revealed that the “kitty had concealed 
itself between the pilot's seat and the side of the 
craft and wes wending an odoriferous way toward the 
Ship's controls. ; 

Ordered back to the field by the radio control 
tower, the student pilot described his predicament, 
declaring he preferred to maintain straight and 
level flight to prevent disturbing the animal. Back 
came a terse: “Get rid of it - ignore usual traffic — 
rectangle." 

He did, but an hour later. It was that long be- 
fore the pilot dared to manipulate the controls. 
Then he opened the glass cockpit enclosure, inverted 
his plane. and said goodbye to the unwelcome compan-~ 
ion as it “breezed" past him earthwerd. Can you 
guess the Cadet's new nickname? It's Stenky? 
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PREDICAMENT OF A PROSPECTIVE CADET 


Officials of the Cal-Aero Training Corporation, 
Oxmard, Calif., recently received a communication 
from an individual of Dawson Springs, Ky., which 
reads as follows: 


"Gentlemens 
“I'm broke & need $15.00 to transport myself & 
feed my mug while in Cincinnati taking Cadet exam, 


about May 1. See if the boys won't make up a pot 
and lend it to me, 
“Thanks 
a ee 
waa Qlomne 


CZECH-AMERICAN SOLDIER SPEAKS NO ENGLISH 


A soldier. comected with the Air Corps and station- 
ed at McChord Field, Wash,, cannot speak English, 
strange as it may seen. 

This soldier, Pvt. James Spulak, stated to his ine 
terviewer. through an interpreter conversant with the 
Bohemian language. that he was born in Chicago. Ill., 
25 years ago, and returned with his parents to their 
native country. Czechoslovakia, when he was 3S years 
of age. He remained there until just before his 2lst 
birthday. when he returned to the United States in 
order not to lose his American citize~mship. The Eng- 
lish language is almost foreign to him, but he has 
mestered cnough of the tongue to understand all the 
commands. “One can learn to execute a command more 
from the tone of the voice than from the words,” he 
stated. 

A short. stocky youth. Spulak's broad face and °..gh 
cheek bones plainly showed his Slavic ancestry, and 
he seemed a likeable and intelligent chap. Explain- 
ing his presence in this country, he said, very sug- 
gestively, “When Hitler came over, I came to America.” 
He spoke very interestingly of his trip out of Czecho- 
slovakia, statins that he had no trouble getting out 
of Germany, but that he was not allowed to take any 
articles with him. Food was issucd to everyone, and 
no ane was allowed to have more than his portion. For 
dinner, each was allowed one egg, a small piece of 
toast and one cup of coffee. 

Pvt. Spulak volunteered into the Czech Army in 1934, 
at the age of 18, and served in the Czech Air Corps 
as a mechanic. He said that this training is comul- 
sory and is something like our National Guard. Asked 
for a comparison of the Czech Army with the American 
Army, he said that the only difference was that they 
used a 36-inch step in drill instead of our 30; and 
that the discipline, the rankings and the ratings 
were about the same. 

Pvt. Spulak, who was drafted into the Army under 
the Selective Service Act, praised the food, the pay 
and everything about American Army life. "I think 
the United States Army is the best Army in the world," 
he said. As to making the Army his life work. he 
seemed uncertain. Finally. with a fatalistic, typic- 
ally Slavic shrug, which spoke eloquently, he saids 
“I may if I can learn to speak English well enough. 
It's a handicap not to be able to talk to your com 
rades, I want to learn as soon as possible. I also 
want to go to school aud study. If I can get it in 
the Army, I']1 stay." 

Prior to being drafted; Pvt. Spulak was a barber. 
He is a member of the 363rd-Ordnance Company, 54th 


‘Ordnance Battalion (Aviation). 


w= 000--= 
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SPLIT-SECOND ASSAULTS 
WITH PARACHUTE TROOPS 

































Using newly developed equipment and 
launching techniques, parachute troops 
can be dropped from low-flying trans- 
ports with amazing speed and accuracy. 


Twelve troopers with full equipment 
can be launched from one transport in 
10 seconds. Additional supplies of 
ammmition, guns, food, and water can 
be dropped at will in new type aerial 
delivery containers developed andtest- 
ed at Wright Field. 


Jumping from an altitude of 350 feet, 
the accuracy with which troops can 
land on a predetermined spot adjacent 
to a military objective is far greater 
than that of the exhibition artist who 
jumps from greater heights and lands 
somewhere inside the county. 


Speed, surprise, and controlled m- 
bility are attained only after hard 
periods of practice formation jumps 
with full field equipment. Parachute 
troopers, to be clear of the trans- 
port within i9 seconds after the sig- 
nal is given for the first man to jum, 
mist move with the speed and precision 
of a well-drilled football team through 
the sequence of actions shown in the 


(Continued on Page 20) 
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QUICK RELEASE HARNESS - Conven- 
tional parachute harness must 
be unfastened at three points, 
Quick release harness for para- 
chute troops permits them to 
go into action instantly on 
landing, canting precious time, 
To operate it the trooper 
twists a disk (center) which 

cocks a spring mechanism, On 
landing, a brisk slap on the 
disk releases the fasteners, 

and allows the trooper to 
wriggle free in one movement, 


rig” 

EXPANDABLE AL DELIVERY - 
Food, additional guns and ammu- 
nition, and water can be drop- 
ved to parachute troops inloads 
up to pounds in this adjust- 
able container, The rubber bot- 
tle(foreground)is for liquids, 
In large scale maneuvers, such 
delivery containers would be 
stowed inlarge transports ra- 
ther than on the external bomb 
rack of a fighter as shown here, 
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accompanying photographs. 


Advanced experimental equipment to ex- 
pedite aerial delivery of supplies, and to 
assist parachute troopers on night missions, 
are military secrets which cannot be di- 
vulged. 

---000--- 


EXPERT COLOR SHOOTING 
By Arden Strang 


Hans Groenhoff, well known New York aerial 
photographer, came to Wright Field recent- 
ly to obtain, by special permission of the 
War Department, color aerials of certain 
airplanes under routine flying conditions. 


Mr. Groenhoff, whose color photogrephy 
eppears frequently in Colliers, Life, The 
Sportsman Pilot, Popular Aviation, and 
other magazines, obliged pleasantly when 
meny officers, who make a hobby of color 
photography, pressed him for pointers on 
how to make aerial color shots which would 
measure up to the Groenhoff standard. 








Watching him at work in the air, it looks 
incredibly easy. He used a battered Speed 
Graphic, Kodachrome and a haze filter. Al- 
though the weather was clear and the sun 
bright, it was usually necessary to climb 
te 6,000 feet to get above the haze and 
smoke which lies over the Miami Valley. 


With a 4.5 lens, he works from an aver- 


PARACHUTES 
AUTOMATICAL- 
LY OPENED - 
To eliminete 
errors in 
judgment that 
could be fa- 
tal in low 
jumps, a l2- 
ft. wed strap 
attached to 
the varachute 
pack is snap- 
ped to the 
steel cable 
(top). When 
the trooper 
jums, this 
strap yanks 
the cover off 
the pack, au- 
tomatically 
releasing the 
parachute. 
Straps end 
covers, blown 
aside by the 
airstream, 
ere pulled 
back into the 
vlane after 
all narachute 
ikaw troop ers have 
Naas, Sie jumped, 


age exposure of 1/100th at 5.6 with full 
sunlight for bright colors, and prefers to 
leave the speed constant and change the 
opening to meet varying conditions. 


Basically, he has three rules: first, 
the light intensity increases with altitude, 
end clouds reflect mch light, so it is 
necessary to stcp down accordingly; second, 
his settings for darker (or camouflaged) 
airplanes is between 4.5 and 5.6, and for 
bright all-metal airplanes, between 5.6 and 
8; third, when shooting straight out or up 
from the photographic ship, he uses less 
exposure than when shooting down, because 
there is less light towards the ground. 


According to Mr. Groenhoff, if you want 
to show detail, it is better to shoot 
through an open door or window, but if it 
is necessary to shoot through glass, or 
plexiglas, get your lens as close as pos- 
sible to it without touching, and hold the 
camera steady, elbows in tight, or else 
the vibration of the ship will blur the 
picture. He added that he wouldn't think 
of making a color shot on the ground with- 
cut a light meter, but never uses one for 
aerials. 


The F-2 in which he was flown proved an 
ideal airplane in which to work and was 
fast enough to keep up with the several 
very speedy airplanes included in the se- 
ries: B-26, B-25, B-24, R-23, R-1l&, B-17B, 
(Continued on page 22) 
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ADDITIONAL PRESSURE CHAMBER 
FOR WRIGHT FIELD 


To supplement the pressure chamber of 


the Wright Field Aero Medical Labora- 
tory, which for the past several years 
has been of such special interest to 
scientists and students from all parts 
of the country, acontract has been let 
for a new low pressure-—low temperature 
chamber for the use of the entire Equin- 
ment Leboratory of the Materiel Divi- 
sion. This is the first known test 
chamber in this country to incorporate 
both air-evacuation and refrigeration. 
elements, 


In its dual capacity of providing 
atmospheric pressures and temperatures 
Simulating those found between sea 


level end 40,000 feet, the new chamber 
will afford an opportunity of obtaining 
date regarding not only the physiolog- 
ical reactions of flying personnel but 
also the effects of frigid temperatures 
end reduced air vressures, with the 
changes encountered in flights to the 
substratosphere, on instruments, arma- 
ment and other equipment, Heretofore 
such data have Deen procurabdle only 
through flight tests, 

Cylindrical in shape and constructed 
of welded steel, the new chamber will 
be 7-1/2 feet in diameter and 20 feet 
long, In general design it will re- 
semble the existing chamber which, how- 
ever, is much longer — 31] feet, Old 
and new chambers have two individual 
compartments, which can be used inde- 
pendently, sand which are separated by 
a bulkhead forming an air-—lock entrance, 

In the new chamber the larger con- 
partment is 16 feet long, the smaller 
4 feet long. -<ntrance is by an out- 
wardly ovening heavy steel door in- 
stalled in the end of the smaller con 
partment. The door in the »ulkhead 
separating the two compartments will 
swing into the smaller compartment, Six 
observation ports, each 12 inches in 
diameter, with nonshatterable double 
glass windows, anair space between the 
double glass, will be loceted on the 
horizontal centerline of the chamber - 
one at the closed end, two on each side 
-of the larger chamber, and one in the 
smaller chamber, Ports 6 inches in 
diameter will be located in each door, 
So much for the general appearance, 

The interior of the chamber will be 
equipped with fluorescent lights, al- 
timeters, rate of climb gauges, clocks, 
and thermometers, Benches will be 
hinged along the wells of the larger 
Compartment, and teletalk or a similar 
Communication system between the in- 
terior and exterior will be provided, 
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-of 25° C, 


The refrigerant used. will be nontoxic 
and nonirritating and will provide a 
controlled temperature through a range 
t» -659 The. guestion of 
ootaining the rapid temperature changes 
in the laboratory which are encountered 
in actual flight has always been a great- 
er problem than simulation of air pres- 
sure changes which can be accomplished 
very rapidly, 

To refrigerate adeauately a chamber 
of any size to substratosphere temver- 
atures is a matter of many hours, Like- 
wise, the sudden entry from room ten~ 
perature into a chamber refrigerated 
to sub-zero temperatures for a consider- 
able stay is physically enervating. 
With the new chamber it will be pos- 
sible to have the two compartments un- 
equally refrigerated —- the large one 
chilled for the extremely cold temper- 
atures and the small one to a less 
severe temperature. This will enable 
subjects to become more gradually "ac- 
climatized" to sub-stratosphere weath- 
er, as is the case in actual flight, 

The existing vressure chamber has 
paid for itself many times over in the 
amount of valuable data obtained. The 
new chamber with its added refrigera- 
tion feature should make vossible even 
greater results, Faorication has al- 
ready started, and delivery is ex- 
pected within sc ahty pe days. 

--—-—-OU0--— 


PARACHUTES AND THEIR PURPOSE 
Sy Steff Set, James N, Renfro 


Parachutes are nurposely designed to 
enable the, wearer to descend safely to 
the ground’ in case of mishap. to the 
aircraft in which he is a passenger, 
Care in handling the parachute should 
be observed at all times to insure 
greater safety to the man on flying 
duty, On that parachute may hinge that 
man’s life, Always give your parachute 
a "once over" before taking to the air, 
making sure that all tackings are in 
place, and that no prongs on the rip- 
cord are bent in such a way as to pre- 
vent it being pulled, 

It is advised that those men who have 
had little or no experience in wearing 
a parachute should not be afraid to use 
it if called unon to do se, Casualties 
have hannened because of hesitancy on 
the part of some passenger, after the 
pilot has given up all hope of bringing 
his craft to a safe landing and com- 
manded him to "bail out," Please bear 
in mind that the pilot's life is just 
as dear to him as your's is to you, 
Give him achance! After all, the 
pilot of that plane is under the same 
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oath as that of the captain of a pas- 
senger liner--to look out for the wel- 
fare of his passengers first, 

No pilot is going to "bail out" with- 
out giving you your chance first, So 
please bear in mind that every moment 
is precious to you, but more so to the 

ilot, because he is the last to take 
his chance, . 

To those who have had more experience 
with a parachute, don't take it for 
eranted that your parechute will never 
be of any benefit to you except as some- 
thing to sit»on, There is a First time 
for everything. It is not beyond the 
realm of possibility that you may have 
to jump the next time you go aloft, so 
be prenared for it, Give your 'chute 
a Chance and let it prove to you that 
itis one of the best forms of life in- 
surance--one that makes you the bene- 
ficisry, instead of your loved ones who 
collect dollars and cents after a mis— 
hav, Be with them to help them enjoy 
such benefits as only the parachute 
.has to offer, 
a=-- 000--— 


Expert Color Shooting (From Page 29) 


XP-43, P-40, P-39, P-38, P-35, P-35, 
0-46, O-47A, OA-9, YG-1B, F-2, A-17 
and A-20A, 


For steadiness in the tight formation 
flying necessary inthis kind of photog- 
raphy, Mr. Groenhoff said that he had 
never flown with smoother pilots than 
Major John K, Gerhart; Lieut. John NY, 
Carlton, subsequently killedina crash, 
and Lieut. George A. Hatcher, of the 
flying Branch et Wright Field, There 
was the time, for instance, when he 
looked into his view finder and found 
the B-18 so close thatall he could see 
was the retracted landing gear, and 
she time when the B-24 was brought in 
So Close thatthe little F-c2 was tucked 
right under its vast wing during much 
of the flight down into Kentucky while 
six color and 12 black and white shots 
were taken, 
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AN AIRCRAFT REPAIR JOB IN JIG TIMs 


_ Extreme satisfaction was expressed 
ay the Commanding Officer of the 13th 
Somberdment Squadron,Savannah Air Base, 
r&., when he recently witnessed a ra- 
ther sp&tdy job of placing an airplane 
in commission. on 

Major Wycliffe E.Steele was schedul- 
ed for night flying in an A-20A. When 
one of the engines failed to start, in- 
vestigation disclosed that a booster 
coil was defective, Out of curiosity, 


Major Steele "put the clock on" Sets, 
Ademek and Hardee without their knowl- 
edge and timed the procurement and in- 
stallation of the new booster. 

The two Sergeants tackled the job 
with a vim. With one flashlight and 
their own legs for transportation (the 
13th parking area being 'way out in the 
sand of the flying field), they com- 
oe the change of boosters in exact- 

y 20 minutes fromthe time the troudle 
was located. It may be mentioned that 
the wind and drizzling rain prevalent 


that night served only as a goad to 
these two speed merchants, 
: ie Orme 


SHOOTING AT A STAR 


The Squadron Inspectors,a trioof men 
with years of practical experience and 
masters of the entire system of technic- 
al publications, local policies and me- 
thods, know that only by careful study 
and untiring attention to the steady 
inflow of technical instructions can 
they fully succeed, Their constructive 
criticisms, given in a courteous and 
dignified manner and accompanied by 
reasonable explanations end suggestions, 
dDuild up the morsle and confidence of 
the younger man, They receive the ful- 
lest cooperation from the Commanding 
Officer, the sngineering Officers, and 
mechanics on the line, The inspectors 
detect defects rnd potential hazards 
that may cause trouble in airplane oper- 
ation, They make ont unsatisfactory 
reports on mechanical failures, All of 
this goes to build up the Air Corps 
safety record. How well they have suc- 
ceeded may readily be seen. Despite 
the constant gruelling,strain and wear 
airplenes must take,sometimes 14 hours 
in a single day, the 62d School Squad- 
ron, Kelly Ficld, Texas, has been able 
to maintain the highest-poisible safety 
record. Safety is of ~.jor importance 
to the inspectors, and with new mechan- 
ics entering the Scuadron they are go- 
ing toplace evenmore emphasis upon it. 

----090--- 
INSURANCE (From Page 17) 
days. This certificate will be replaced by a regu- 
lar policy wuen the insured converts his policy. 

QUESTICN: What if I should lose my National Ser- 
vice Life Insurance Certificate? 

ANSWER: The claim will be paid in event of death 
even iit the certificate is lost or destroyed. Iden- 
tity and the military status of the deceased will 
have to be established, also that of the benefici- 
ary. If. however, a certificate is lost, the Veter- 


ens Bureau should be notified and the policy number 
furnished, if possible, along with a request for a 
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WARNER BROTHERS REPRESENTATIVES 
VISIT WRIGHT FIELD 


Production of a motion picture, in 
which high altitude research and fly- 
ing will pley en important part, was 
started in Warner Brothers sttdio on 
the West Coast, with approval of the 
War Department, As yet without atitle, 
the production will be one of the high 
budget pictures of the coming season 
and may be shot in technicolor, studio 
officials stated, 

William Guthrie and Micheel Curtiz, 
ece Warner directors, with e group of 
assistents, recently visited Wright 
Field to collect authentic background 
material regarding flight surgeons, re- 
cent findings in high eltitude research 
and laboratory techniaues, Accompanied 
by a staff of technicians, a large 
number of still victures- were taken of 
Wright Field's pressure chamber and 
other laboratory cauipment, These will 
be used to build exact reproductions 
in Warner's Burbank studio, 

During conferences in the Aero Medi- 
Cal Research Unit with Maj, Otis Ben- 
son, Jr, and Dr, J, W, Heim, Curtiz 
frequently remarked, "Wrisht Field is 
amazing--this place is terrific." Also 
terrific was the speed with which his 
steff photographed and measured the 
pressure chember and laboratories. The 
unit production manager stated that the 
pressure chamber would be reproduced 
to scale, down to the last nut and bolt, 
but that the main structure would be 
constructed of composition board in- 
stead of steel, 

Additional interviews with Maj. Ran- 
dolouh P, Willisms and Capt. Rudolph 
Fink of the Equipment Laboratory, and 
Maj, Stanley M. Umstead, Flying Branch 
Chief, were held before the group de- 
parted, 

Warner Brothers story editors, always 
artial to topical subjects, stated 
hat public interest in aviation medi- 

cine had been stimulated by a sequence 
of well publicized activities of the 
Aero Medical Research Unit during the 
past year, These included publication 
of aibook on aviation medicine by Capt. 
H,G, Armstrong, former laboratory chief; 
publication of pictorial articles on 
several projects in Life magazine; and 
widespread coverage of the altitude 
school recently conducted by Maj, Ben- 
son, 

---000--- 


WRIGHT FIELD PRODUCES NEW MOVIES 


"Flying Cadets," official motion pic- 
ture version of the service flight 


‘PICTURGS 


training schools, was completed by the 
Motion Picture Unit, Wright Field, Day- 
ton, Ohio, and with the film "Wings of 
the Army" is being rushed into exten- 
sive public relations and recruiting 
use, 

All major Air Corps stations in the 
United States end territorisl posses 
sions alrendy have, or soon will re- 
ceive, a 16 mm, sound print of the new 
production, to be used in conjunction 
with public relations work in their 
respective districts. The Air Corps 
has purchased sufficient 16 mm, sound 
projectors, which are now avail-bdle at 
Air Depots for issuence to stations. 
After reviewing both films, the War 
Department ordered 100 prints of each 
for Army recruiting purposes, 

Coming just at the right time for 
recruiting work, "Flying Cadets" vro- 
vides an intimate picture of 30 busy 
thrill-packed weeks in which Flying 
Cadets are converted from civilians to 
Second Lieutenants with "Wings," By 
the time its 45-minute story hes un- 
folded on the screen, all the questions 
any perents could ask will be answered, 
and eny fears which they might feel 
will have been cuieted. Viewing it 
through the eyes of a potenticl candi- 
date, the hope for an appointment is 
almost automatic, 

The story deals with the experiences 
of four "Flying Cadets," starting at 
the moment of eppointment end continu 
ing through primery training at the 
Army authorized commercial flying 
school; the basic training course at 
Randolph Field; end advanced training 
course at Kelly Field, An amazingly 
realistic idea of the entire flight 
training course is conveyed, 

You observe the buoyancy of the new 
arrivals, the comradery that is quick-— 
ly established in querters, in classe 
rooms, during drill and on the flying 
line of the primary school, Seeing 
the Flying Cadets at work, one obtains 
Clearer understanding of their soering 
elation after the first solo flight, 
and of their pride after dead-stick 
lendings and aerobatics, 

At Kandolph, the "West Point of the 
Air," you watch the flight instructors 
deftly pin beck the ears of the over- 
confident, and ocuietly brace students 
who suffer momentary shakiness, You 
go to mess, to classrooms and to chapel, 
You share the joys of payday and dances 
and numerovs heslth-building outdoor 
sports, Operations and Randolph Field's 
zone control system in action when the 
sky is full of basic trainers are in- 
formetive and beautiful scenes, 

Moving on to Kelly Field with their 
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class, the four Flving Cadets get their 
first taste of the higher skills of 
the art in speedy advanced treiners, 
It is apparent that the pressure is 
egreater--in formation flying, instrument 
flying, and in more cross country and 
night flights. You see them profiting 
by mistakes and sweating over hard 
spots, and arriving all too soon at 
graduation and Wings. 

"Flying Cadets" was written end di- 
rected by Cant. John H. Fite, Chief of 
the Technical Data Branch and Motion 
Picture Unit, Materiel Division, Wright 
Field, It was filmed on location at 
the training schools and is authentic 
throughout, 

Three more sudjects are definitely 
scheduled for production in the cur- 
rent year by the Motion Picture Unit. 
These deal with Fighters, Bombardment, 
and the story of the parachute, In 
addition to these public relations as- 
signments, this Unit handles all aerial 
motion pictures of Air Corps testing 
of ecouipment, bombing, parachutes, and 
the like, as well as those requested by 
other branches of the service, 

Originally a two-man department, es-— 
tablished in 1919 at McCook Field, the 
Motion Picture Unit expanded rapidly 
in recent months to cope with official 
requests for motion pictures. The 
staff now embraces thirty technicians, 
including aerial cameramen, laboratory 
men, and sound technicians, with the 
veteran Louis Hagemeyer as civilian 
director, The equipment used includes 
the best available in re-recording, 
automatic developing, cameras and pro- 
Jectors, For screenings, recording, 
and special showings, the Unit has a 
Miniature theater which comfortably 
Seats fifty persons, Documentary film 
~n the storage vaults constitute a mo- 
tion picture history of Army Air Corps 
progress dating back to the demonstra- 
tion flight of the Wright Brothers at 
Ft, Myer, Va., in 7 ete 

———OU0—--—— 


"I WANTED WINGS" PRESS PREVIEW 
Randolph Field, Texas, long known as 


the "West Point of the Air," alsobecame - 


the cinema beacon of the nation on Sat- 
urday, March 22, when Paramount's nevw- 
€st motion picture on the Army dAir 
Corps, "I Wanted Wings," was released 
at a pressspreview at the post theater, 

4n aerial review of 250 planes in 
formation provided additional thrills 
to the high spots in entertainment and 
excitement received at "first nights" 
in Hollywood, New York City and other 
points, 


Three of the stars in this movie-- 
Wayne Morris, Bill Holden and Veronica 
Lake--made personal appearances at all 
the festivities during the day. Miss 
Lake, playing a leading role on the 
screen for the first time, apparently 
made a smash hit, 

Shortly before the mass aerial re- 
view, Morris and Holden were made "Hon- 
orary Flying Cadets" and presented 
with scrolls to that effect by Flying 
Cadet James H, Enders, Battalion Com- 
mander, 

Other honored guests included the 
Governor of Texas, Hon, W. Lee O'Daniel; 
numerous high-ranking Army officials, 
and vrominent civilian authorities, 


A crowd of about 15,000 persons was 
present, 
Yards and yards of newsreel film 


were used, All major commanics were 
represented, and every large photo 
service had cameramen on hand, Amateur 
photographers ran into the hundreds, 

Especially interesting to the camera- 
men was the formation of nearly 100 
airplanes which snelled out the word 
"WINGS." Planes were provided for all 
professionel picture-takers who cared 
to go aloft for aeriel shots of the 
festivities. 

All leading new services and feature 
Syndicates hed men busy with pencil 
and typewriter, Prominent newspaper-— 
men came from such points as Wew York 
City, Cleveland, Detroit, Kensas City, 
Memphis, Atlanta and Denver, 

The Flying Cad ts themselves went 
through a parade and ground review, 
which Grew admiration for its precision 
end attractiveness, After the serial 
show, a tea dance was given at the Cadet 
Detachment for 1,000 Flying Cadets and 
their "dates," 

A cocktail party and later a dinner 
were given ct the Officers' Club in 
honor of esteemed cuests, 

The celebrities participated in all 
special activities, They renewed ac- 
quaintences gained when they were at 
Randolph Field lsst year _ while the 
picture was being filmed. New friends 
nunbered huncreds, 

Radio Station WOAI, of nearby San 
Antonio, Texas, had a microphone at 
the remiere, Personal reactions of 
the cineme stars and leading individu- 
als in both Army and civilian life, 
besides descriptions by the announcer, 
were sent out over the ether waves, 

---000-—- 


Open house for visitors at Scott Field, Ill.,dur- 
ing the Army Day celebration on April 7th was a 
thrill for the soldiers as well as the visitors. dp- 
proximately 12,000 persons visited the field. 
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hitchel Field, N.Y.3 

Although a terrific downpour of rain somewhat damp- 
ened the enthusiasm of all participants in litchel 
Field's Army Day celebration on Saturday, April 5th, 
the attendance of civilians was greater than expect- 
ed. 

At least a thousand hale and hearty Mitchel Field 
nei,uvors took advantage of “open house” and braved 
the northeast gale and rain to view the display of 
uilitary aircraft and equipment. Eight types of 
military aircraft were on exhibition in front of Hane 
gar 74, while inside of it each detachment displayed 
equipment of its own, The displays were well ar- 
renged and brought much favorable comment. Among 
the most interesting was the chemical warfare dis- 
play. together with the new "jeep" car from the 
quartermaster, 

Two radio broadcasts were made over a nation-wide 
hookeup from a be23 Bomber on the ground. The first, 
from 3:00 to 3330 p.m., featured Lieut. Craven C. 
Rogers, of Mitchel Field, who talked with a girl em 
ployee in a parachute factory. In the evening. Grae 
ham McNamee described the important part rubber plays 
in the operation of a Bombing plane. Bad weather 
prevented these broadcasts from a plane in the air, 
as originally scheduled. 

About 500 lLitchel Field soldiers participated in a 
parade at Mineola. N.Y., which was reviewed by the 
Mayor of Mineola. together with Col. Douglas John- 
ston, Executive Officer of the end Air Base, and 
menbers of Mineola's Board of Trustees, 

A formal Retreat was canceled because of the con- 
dition of the parade ground. 

Orlando, Fla., Air Bases 

Paranomt among the activities at the Orlando Air 
Base which have served to improve its relations with 
the citizens of Central Florida was the “open house” 
observed on Army Day. when upwards of 20,000 civili- 
ans peered into every nook and cranny of the camp. 
The base, in conjunction with other Army units sta- 
tioned in the State, participated in the largest 
military parade ever staged in this section of Flori- 
da on Army Day. It was estimated that some 2500 
Civilians were fed during the day at the central 
mess hall, a large, modern, cafeteria-style mess 
facility. 

Son Angelo, Texas 

“ith the number of visitors totaling nearly 15,000, 
the Air Corps Basic Flying School at San Angelo,Tex.. 
on April 7th, royally entertained on the first Army 
Day celebration for the field. Altnough a “dry 
rain” (which is one name for a dust storm) threaten- 
ed to slow up activities for the first few hours, a 
trickle of visitors from San Antonio and surrounding 
territory began at 8:30 a.m, and by noon this had 
grown into a steady stream which continued until the 
hangar was closed at 10300 p.m. 

Lieut. Colonel George M, Palmer, Post Commander, 
set the day as “open house” or “come see us at work"! 
day. The schedule of activities was the same as 
that on any other flying day, save that various ex- 
hibits were accessible to the public. 

Visitors were first directed around the buildings 
on an established route and then into the parking 
area. A dozen different types of motor transporta- 
tion were on display nearby, including command cars, 
ambulances, cargo trucks, field grader, and station 
Way ONS» 








The main display was in the hangar. where special 
platforms were constructed to allow visitors to walk 
alongside of the planes to obtain a close view of en= 
gine mounting and cockpit interiors of the BI=14 and 
BT~15 planes now in use at this station. A special 
photographic display was next in line with both local 
end general pictures of aircraft, along with the dif- 
ferent types of cameras used by the Air Corps. 

Drawing the largest crowd was the demonstration of 
packing and use of the parachute. There wasn't a dull 
monent for this department all during the day and 
night. Another exhibit wes the aircraft radio mock- 
up which was hooked up with the operations tower, De- 
tailed explanations were given on the operation of 
the airplane radio. 

Of great general interest was the public address 
system. which was tied in with the radio in the south- 
ern control tower. The actual calls from the planes 
in the air to the tower were broadcast all day. Speci- 
al demonstrations of how air traffic is controlled 
over the field were also held, the public listening 
to the directions from the tower and then seeing the 
planes perform the maneuvers. 

A half-hour broadcast from the field, utilizing 
Radio Station KGEL's mobile wit, was held at 33:45 

ee 
, Thousands of people were drawn to the field at 
night, as the flying cadets were beginning their 
first night flying. Flame pots and emergency landing 
_ lights were in use, since the new field lighting sys- 
tem had not been installed. 

Worthy of note was the great interest the visitors 
displayed in all the activities, but equally import- 
ant was the fine spirit and morale of the personnel 
of the field, who gave the visitors a real treat for 
their first Army Day at this field. 


Lawson Field, Fort Benning, Ga.3 

““Yor the first time since the expansion of the Air 
Corps at this field, planes passed in aerial review 
as part of the Army Day exercise on April 7th by Fort 
Benning and the City of Columbus. 

Approximately 25 planes flew over the city, while 
ground troops passed through the streets of Columbus 
in a two-hour demonstration. 

Three echelons took off from the field at 15-minute 
intervals. The first was made up of Transport planes 
used at the field by parachute troops; the second com- 
prised 0-47's from the 16th and 97th Observation Squad- 
rons; and the third, A-l18's from the 15th Bombardment 
Squadron. During the review, a Transport plane. bear- 
ing Lawson Field officials. circled overhead, and a 
broadcast of how the troops appeared from the air was 
made over the local radio station. 


Langley Field, Va. 
The Army Air Corps and the General Headquarters Air 


Force joined their respective services and tactical 
groups in an Army Day celebration at this air base on 
April 7th, and repaid the thousands of visitors with 
sights and thrills one may expect in the sideshows and 
main tent of a circus. 

The Second Bombardment Wing trooped more than a 
score of its flock of twin-engine Bombing airplanes 
across the cloudless skies of a warm sunny afternoon. 
With the neat precision of marching West Point cadets, 
the big Bombers paraded at altitudes varying from 500 
to 2,000 feet. 

Three times the flying files passed overhead,start- 
ing at various points of the compass 10 or 15 miles 
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from tne field and each time crossing the review 

ing point et varying levels of elevatim at almost 
tre exact moment. 

The finaie of the serial circus, which kept eyes 
Sguinting upward almost steadily for 45 minutes, 
wes en extended procession of all the Bombers which 
new swung by the reviewing point in single file at 
oS feet and flew far northeastward into the guthere 
ing mists of evening, then turned left in a wide 
circle and came back on almost the same line for 
tiucir landings. 

With the showmanship of a Barnum, the exhibitions 
of the meny types of airplanes, old and new, and of 
tue various services attendant upon the flying 
fi, haters were spectacular. Kids and growmeups 
alike piled in and out of the tiny "blitzbugzy.“ 
Over in a corner nearby, men and women could be 
seen to touch with a sort of reverential awe the 
parachutes that draped from the ceiling of the ex- 
hibiticn hangar. A big sign said they had just 
saved six men's lives in the leap from the dis- 
abled bomber over Fort Bragg, N.C. Nearby, a ser= 
geant had an audience es he packed a parachute. 
Once finished, he'd allow a spectator to pull the 
ripcord. Out flew the pilot ‘chute. Then he did 
his packing all over again for still another crowd 
that streamed along the “midway. 

The aviation doctors also had their gadgets on 
exhibition. The depth-perception tester was a de- 
light ior the curious spectator. He'd form in a 
tireless line and wait his chance to pull the string 
attached to the gauges to see if he could line them 
up within the prescribed allowance for error. If 
he did, the sergeant attending gave him a patrone 
izing smile and he pranced awzy pretty proudly. 

So they went from booth to booth, mchine gun to 
bomb, from shop mules to graders to teletype m-~ 
chines, etc., until they used up the allotted four 
hours, and then they were escorted out of the res- 
ervation as courteously us they had been received 
and the gates once more closed upon the cecrets of 
this old sirplene base, with admission again limit- 
ed only to those demonstrating they have legitimte 
business at the station. 

Brig. General Arnold N. Krogstad, Commending Gen- 
eral of the Second Wing and of the base establishe 
ment,who had made preparetion for the reception of 
the visitors, wes ill, and Lieut. Colonel Harold 
L. George, Commanding the Second Bombardment Group, 
acted in his stead at the inspection preceding the 
eerial review, while Col. Clyde V. Finter, commend- 
ing the First Air Base Group and ranking colonel 
of the base establishment, received the honors of 
the base, 

Also in the inspection entourage was Col. Paul 
J. Mathis, Exeoutive Officer of the base, and his 
assistant, Lieut. Colonel halcolm N. Stewart. The 
latter acted as host to Lieut. M.I. Dorrance, Ase 
sistant Air Attache of the French Embassy at Washe 
ington. These notables watched the aerial review 
from the railed balcony about the observation towe 
er, 60 feet above the flying field. 


Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla.s 
“This post had one of the largest crowds in its 


history on Arny Day, over 7,000 people viewing the 
different exhibits and flying demonstrations in the 
afternoon. The exhibits included seven types of 
planes, as well as photo trailers, portable helium 
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purification plent, tractor mooring mst, service 
ing truck with trailers, chart room and winch tene 
der. Part of the flying demonstrations included 
formation, drop and pickeup messages, landing and 
takewoff with sloweflying airplanes, and drop= 
testing parachutes. Also on exhioit for military 
personnel was the wonderful gw collection of 
Lieut. Colonel Ira R. Koenig. 


ladd Field, Fairbanks, Alaskat 
Arny Day was colobrated at this field with a desh 


and a flourish such that these northern skies have 
never seen before. Joined by airplanes from Elmen- 
dorf Field, Anchorage, Aleska, the natives of the 
interior of Alaska were given a rare treat. 

Fairbanks, the metropolitan city of interior 
Alaska, turned out to a mn to visit the cold weath- 
er experimental station and view the routine flying 
demonstration, 

The first display of its kind in Alaska, Army Day 
at Ladd Field was a gala occasion, one which will 
long be remembered by the people of Fairbanks. A 
vivii description of the ceremonies was broadcast 
to tue outlying districts by “Bud Foster, sports 
commentator for Station KFAR, the mouthpiece of in- 
terior Alaska. 

Pilots participating in the flying demonstration 
were Col. Dale VY. Gaffneyj Majors H.H. Carr, N.D. 
Sillin; Capt. “.H. Nealg Lieuts. Ancil D. Baker, 
Robert Rk. Stewart, Jack Marks, R. Mann, Hi.0, Bore 
delon, ME. Walseth, Joe Schneider, Fred O'Brien, 
Frenk Gallagher, LT. Pardey, Don Dunlap, J. Fill- 
more, JeC. Bowen, GC. Cranston, A.V. Grossetta 
and Bowie. 

The visitors were amazed at the progress made at 
the air base in the short time the Air Corps had 
been in Alaska. All in all, the exercises raised 
the Air Corps stock 100% in the minds of all present. 





Ponce Air Base, Puerto Ricos 

Army Day was well observed at this air base. A 
flight wes made around the Island to the principal 
cities and St. Croix. The air base was open to the 
public in the afternoon, and a review was flown in 
honor of the iimyor of Ponce, 


noe 000ee= 
NATIONAL GSOGRAPHIC SOCIETY DOWATES MAGAZINES 


At the Jenuary meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the National Geographic Society, it was agreed 
to place at the disposal of the Army Air Corps 5000 
copies of recent issues of the National Geographic 
Megazine for use in libraries and day rooms at Air 
Corps stations, 

Accepting this generous offer, the Air Corps supe 
plied the ational Geographic Society with two lists 
of Air Corps stetions, the first containing the ad- 
dresses of currently active stations, and the second 
the present noneactive stations to which the maga- 
zine is to be miled later. 

Advice wes received from the secretary of the 
National Geographic Society to the effect that the 
complete shipment of mgazines for the active sta- 
tions went forward on April 10, last, and that 
copies of other desirable issues for the noneactive ® 
stations are being held for release leter. a 
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SAFE LANDING FOLLOWS SIX CATERPILLAR CLUB INITIATIONS 


Twelve Be18's from the 2nd Bombardment Group, un- 
der the command of Lieut. Colonel Harold L. George, 
took off from Langley Field, Va., at 5820 a.m. on 
Thursday, March 20th, to participate in a 2nd Bom 
bardnent Wing Exercise at Miami, Fla. 

Abeut an hour and a half after leaving Langley 
Fieli, the airplane piloted by Col. George was sud- 
dely thrown into a climbing turn, with all controls 
except the ailerons jammed. An investigation dis- 
clesed that the left elevator had torn loose and was 
jaumed up against the rudder. Parachutes were rapid- 
ly attached to harnesses and the crew stood by to 
“bail out." After a few minutes, the elevator car- 
ried downward, freeing the rudder and making some 
control of the airplane possible. 

With everyone standing by and Colonel George and 
Major D.R Lyon, the co-pilot, watching an@ checking 
a multitude of details, the Bel8 rode along on level 
flight for a short distance, and then, five miles 
outside of Fort Bragg. N.C., there was a sudden 
lurch and the plane fell off on one wing. Colonel 
George ordered the crew to “bail out.” Immediately 
follewing the release of the door, the crew "took to 
the silk.” 

Tech, Sgt. A.R. Jester was first out, followed by 
Staff Sgts. T.F. Snyder, R.S,. Nephew, J.H. Walsh, 
Lieuts. C.W. Uhr and D.A. Hornby. 

Sgt. Snyder is credited with having paused at the 
door,...-.elooked out, and then stepped back as if 
pondering over the advisability of stepping out into 
the five thousand feet of air between him and the 
ground below, but the man behind him aided him in 
making up his mind by helping him through the door 
with a firm foot. After the six men had cleared the 
ship, it suddenly came out of its violent right turn 
end righted itself. What had happened was that the 
elevator had again blown up against and jammed the 
rudder and then had broken off completely from the 
airplane. After a little experimentation, it was 
found that the Bel8 was responding to the controls, 
so they circled until the crew that had jumped 
drifted into the hazy earth a mile below. 

‘Then all seemed to be on the ground, Colonel 
George climbed back through the ship to investigate 
the extent of damage and found that the left half 
of the elevator had fallen off, but to all appear- 
ances the rudder and right elevator were in working 
condition. so Colonel George went forward to the 
controls and he and lvajor Lyon went through the mo- 
tions of landing, including testing of controllabil- 
ity with landing gear and flaps down and reducing 
speed to near stalling. After ascertaining the fact 
that they could handle the ship in her present con= 
dition, they circled and set down at Pope Field. 

To quote the newspapers “The big bomber settled 
down to a good landing and so saved the taxpayers 
$50,000 and Colonel George his brand new uniform 
coat.‘ 

Lieut. Uhr landed in what he termed the biggest 
pine in the State of North Carolina. Sgt. Snyder 
Saved his ripcord as a souvenir of his baptism into 
the field of parachute jumping, and at the same time 
swore he was never going to fly again but, says the 
News Letter Correspondent, “I believe he has since 
chenged his mind.” Sgt. Walsh sprained his ankle 
when he landed, and stayed in the hospital at Fort 
Bragg for two days, The remaining seven of the 
crew returned in a Transport plane that same after- 
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noon to Langley Field. 

After the return of the new members of the Cater- 
pillar Club, the Langley Field Correspondent reports 
that there turned up from some unknown source the fol- 
lowing instructions’ 

INSTRUCTIONS TO ALL PASSENGERS 
IN B-18 AND Bel8A AIRPLANES 


In case of engine failure or other minor trouble 
such as loss of wing or wings, loss of propeller, 
fire, etc., the following procedure will be car- 
ried outs 

a. Remove all loose radio equipment and tools. 

bd. Ask pilot for Form 1 and fill out same. 

c. Send radiogram to Corps Area Headquarters re- 
questing permission to make emergency jum. 

d. Check altitude and position, being sure to in- 
clude this information in the above mentioned 
radiogram. 

e. Make a list of best telephone numbers in the 
vicinity. 

f£. Notify pilot that you are ready to jum. | 

g> JUMP 

2 


1. 


After leaving ship proceed as follows: 

a. Count ten (it may be necessary for some passen- 
gers to carry slide rule to accomplish this. If , 
necessary it will be included in the bundle of 
spare rario parts and tools carried.) 

Pull rip cord. This is quite essential. 

The usual procedure here is for the parachute to 

en. 

7 the b or c. or both, are omitted, immediate- 
ly upon landing the passenger will proceed to 
the Post Operations Office, secure and fill in 
Form No, 1131 (Request for Sympathy) and mail 
same to the Chief of Chaplains, U.S. Army, Wash- 
ington. D.C. This will be accompanied by an 
Unsatisfactory Report on the parachute used. 

The Form 1, radio, spare parts, tools, etc.. will 
always be carried by the passenger on his jum. 

In some cases the Booklet “How to Swim in Three 
Easy Lessons“ will be found very helpful. 
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EXPANSION INTENSIFIES EXPERIENCE OF MECHANICS 


The modern day “blitzkrieg” has reached all parts 
of the Army Air Corps. Not only are Flying Cadets 
pouring through Randolph Field, Texas, 4,500 strong 
per year, but the silent men = mechanics who usually 
are engulfed by the roar of engines - have also been 
caught in the national defense whirl. 

Not many years ago, mechanics with less than three 
years' service considered themselves fortunate if 
they were allowed to clean or polish planes. Nowa- 
days. however, it is “old news” to them if someone 
becomes a plane crew chief during his first “hitch.” 

There are several cases at the “West Point of the 
Air“ where mechanics with only one year's service 
were placed in charge of five planes. 

This rapid advancement is due to the stepped-up 
training program. Within a short time after leaving 
recruit drill, mechanics learn to take a plane apart, 
check for microscopic flaws and replace the parts in 
perfect order. 

Randolph's 300 planes and 900 Flying Cadets spond 
28.000 hours aloft each month, thereby giving new 
men the opportunity to learn the trade hurriedly but 
well, 
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WAT AN INFANTRYMAN THINKS OF THE AIR CORPS 


A soldier in the Canal Zone, who signed himself 
“4 Friendly Infantry Men," recently wrote to the 
Editor cf Ia Llave, the Albrook Field publication, 
embodying a 1ist of words and meanings to express 
his feelings following his visit to that Air Corps 
station, vizs 
A «active Act quickly and do things for 

yourself. 
I Initiative To sec what has to be done and then 
do it without being told. 
R Resourceful- Having learned many things, keep 
ness that information at your beck and 
call. 


Cooperation Help everywhere that it is necessa- 
ry without being forced or told. 

Opine Think things out for yourself and 
talk cover your ideas. 

Reflection Making sure it is right and then 
make the results worthy. 

Perseverance Never giving uw without a good 
fight when it can be donc. 

Success The favorable endings that I have 
noticed as a result and combina- 
tion of the above. 
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A NEW SONG FOR AN OLD 


"Tis said thats 
If the Army and the Navy, 
Ever look on heaven's scenes, 
They will find the streets are guarded 
By Upited States Marines. 
But we thinks 
The gallent Leathernecks. 
Will likely suffer pains, 
When they find the place was sighted first 
BY U.S. AIR CORPS PLANES. 
- Pvt. H.R.B.. McChord Field 
eee 


MONOPOLY SET UP ON FLYING CADETS 


A Flying Cadet monopoly, perfectly legal in every 
respect, has been gained by four States on the new 
class of student pilots who reported at Randolph 
Field, Texas, during March. 

California, Ohio, Illinois and Oklahcme provided 
208 young men forming the class, although 35 States 
contributed pilots-to=-be for 10 weeks of basic 
flight training et the "West Point of the Air." 

By furnishing 69 Cadets, California regained the 
lead. Illinois went to the front five weeks ago 
when the present upper classmen reported, but now is 
third with 49 men. Ohio produced 58 and Oklahom 
32. ; 

Texas, over whose plains the future aviators wing 
their way daily, is weli down the list with only 
four representatives. Michigan, Missouri, Alabama, 
lowa, Washington and Arizona all provided more than 
ten, 

in faimess to Texas and other States not very 
high on the list, Randolph Field is only the hub of 
the gigantic Army Air Corps training program. Many 
other fields revolve around it, and also need Flying 
Cadets. Texans and New Englenders are in training 
at other basic flying schools. 


ee 





WHY WORRY? 


In the Army, one of two things is certain - either 
you are mobilized or you are not mobilized. If you 
are not mobilized, there is no need to worry, but if 
you are mobilized, one of two things is certain - 
either you are behind the lines, cr you are at the 
front. If you are behind the lines, there is no need 
to worry, but if you are at the front one of two 
things is certain - either you are resting in a safe 
place, or you are exposed to danger. If you are rest- 
ing in a safe place, there is no need to worry but, 
if you are exposed to danger, one of two things is 
certain - either you are wounded or you are not wound- 





ed. If you are not wounded, there is no need to ! 
worry but, if you are wounded, one of two things is é 

certain - either you are wounded slightly or you are 
wounded seriously. If ycu are wounded slightly, there \ 


is no need to worry but. if you are wounded seriously, 
one of two things is certain - either you are going 
to recover or you are going to die. If you recover, 
there is no need to worry but if you die one of two 
things is certain - either you are going to Heaven or 
you are not going to Heaven. If you go to Heaven 
there is no need to worry, but if you are not going 
to Heaven you will be tco busy shaking hands with all 
of your old Buddies to do any worrying at all, so - 
WHY WORRY? 
_ - Borinquen Field “Bomber” 
eon (D0eoe 


STUDY OF SPANISH 


A number of the officers and enlisted men of Albrook 
Field are studying Spanish in a special course at the 
National University of Panama. The course, which the 
University authorities have provided at an exceeding= 
ly:mominal fee, is being given five nights a week for 
a period of six weeks, and it is reported that the 
attendance of the students from the Air Corps has 
been very. regular. 

Many of the organizations in the Panama Canal De- 
pertment Air Force are conducting classes and in many 
cases have hired professional Spanish teachers, It 
is interesting to note that a considerable number of 
enlisted men are engaged in the study of Spanish. All 
of the officers are required to study the language, 
but the same requirement is not imposed upon the ene 
listed men, 

According to the News Letter Correspondent, approxi- 
mately half of the population of Panama City and 
Colon are English-speaking people from the West 
Indies, and their descendants, and it is not so easy 
for officers in the Canal Zone to acquire facility in 
Spanish as it is for officers stationed in the Philip- 
pine Islends and in Puerto Rico. It would seem that 
this contention is borne out by the News Letter Cor- 
respondent of Borinquen Field, who states thats “Here 
on the Island of Puerto Rico the people are all 7 ; 
Spanish-speaking." He adds that with the rapidly ex- \ 
panding activities of the U.S. Army in the Caribbean , 
area, Army personnel are finding it difficult to | 
speak the language of the natives, and the commission- 
ed and enlisted personnel are busy attending classes 
to leam the Spanish language. 

Reverting to the Panama, Canal Department, an Air 


Corps organization is conducting a Spanish course two 
nights a week for its officers from 300 to 9:00 p.m. a 
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Mrs. V.L. Minear, wife of a Canal Zone engineer and 
who was an instructeesr in Spanish at Idaho University, 
volunteered her services free of charge as her con- 
tribution to National Defense. 

~28- V-8838, A.C. 





